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THE

JOURNAL OF SIR THOMAS ROE

DURING :

HIS EMBASSY TO INDIA
(CONTINUED).
(Brit. Mus.—Addl. MS. 6115.)

% CTOBER 3.—1I receiued lettres from
Agra that Indico was risen to such
rates that they resolued to buy
none, but aduised to make ouer
thejr monyes to Amadavaz. So by
neclect of the season the goodes is
vnbought, and before any aduise
can be made to Amadavaz it wilbe later then the last
yeare ; and so if any ship returne? it must stay 5 mounthes
for dispatch. These lettres I answered not, resoluing not
to meddle further. The faulte is eyther in the Commis-
sions that restrayns the Cheefes from vsing oportunitye, or
in their want of Iudgment in apprehending yt.

October 4.—1 sent to Asaph Chan complements and to
signifye my desire to visitt him; for the Kings remooue
was certayne, and meanes of carriadge so scarce and
doubtfull that it was tyme for mee to prouide. The kings

1 Direct to England from Surat.
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Iourny was a secrett; much of his goodes and woemen
were dispatchd for Agra, but the Pretence was for
Mandow near Brampore, but nothing certayne. By Iudg-
ment [ gathered that the King would make a Countenance
that way, as well to settle by his nearnes his sonne, Sultan
Coronne, in the warrs of Decan (to whose Comminge C/kan
Channa and other Cheefes stood yet averse, and it was
feared that some troubles would ensue), as alsoe to terrifye
his enemyes and to force them to some agrement by his
approach, which pretented a terrible prosecution of the
warrs (which are made only by treachery, periury, and
advantages, without one honorable blow on eyther syde) ;
But without any determination to stay (as I conceiued by
many cercumstances), but that if on the way, eyther his
sonne were quietly receiued, or some advantageous peace
made, hee would make a turne and spend 6 Monthes in
progresse, and settle eyther at Agra or Dely. This was
the most probable opinion, which seeing it would bee a
great chardge to follow, and yet necessity requiring it,
beeing the season of our busines, by the shipes arriuall
and the Merchants having great quantetyes of goodes on
their handes, vnlike to sell on the way, and unsafe to stay
at Adsmere after the kings remoouall, I resolued by Con-
sultation with Asaph chan to determine of myselfe and to
aduise the factorye. Hee answered mee it was the end
of their lent! and Mahomettes feast day or their Easter?
next day, after which solemnitye I should bee welcome.

October 5.—The feast was kept shooting at a goulden
ball on a Maypole; but I stirrd not abroad.

October 7.—I1 visited Asaph chan and propounded my
attending the king. Hee promised mee Camells and Car-.
riadge for my mony, and the Comoditye of his quarter, but
no further ease. He Mooued my goeing with the Prince

1 See note, p. 21. ? The Idu'l Fatr festival.
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but I gaue him reasons of my refusall. I acquaynted him
of the goodes and great Chardge in the handes of our
factors, desiering him to aduise mee how to dispose them,
for that to remayne here was dangerous, to remooue with
the king was an infinite incomoditie and Chardge: Next
hee would fauour mee soe much as to lett me know his
opinion of his Maiesties settling, and which way hee would
take ; for then I could send before and build and prepare.
Hee answered : for myselfe, it was fitt I should follow the
king and I should haue such Comoditye as his seruants
had, for my mony : but whither the king went, more then
toward Mandoa: whither hee would stay ther, or goe
forward or returne, and in what place hee would settle, or
when, hee protested was shutt in the kings brest, and that
hee could giue no answere nor aduise for our factors and
goodes, other then to remooue to some place of retraict
vntill the kings resolution were declared. So I prepared
my selfe for the progresse, making prouision to goe in
some reasonable fashion, beeing dayly in the worldes eye ;
yet with such sparing as was fitt. For these remooue all
like Princes, with seuerall shiftes of tents that goe before,
compassed in with Pales of Pintadoes! which are ready
euer two dayes for them. I would doe honestly and
thriftely. For the factors I aduised them my opinion was
they should with all speed, before Carriadge grew deere,
send their goodes weekly to Agra, which may be done
safely with little Chardge, and there to abide a resolution ;
for to wander with vs were very vnfitt and vnprofitable.
The most probable place of the kings settling was there :
that .this Iourny was but a Circuit: if ther wanted any
Cloth at Mandoa, Brampore was nere, which factory could
furnish yt : if the king settled there they might come after

1 4 Painted " cloths, Ze., chintzes, which formed the inner lining.
On this system of a double set of tents—still a familiar feature of,
Indian camp life—see Bernier (p. 359).

T2
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at lesse Chardge, when prouision was made for them. This
was my opinion and I was discharged. What they entend
I knowe not ; for they so depend on aduise in all matters
from their Cheefes in Suratt, who in these busines cannot
Iudge, or when they doe, too late, That my woordes were
of no other then perswations. At night T went to the
Guzelchan to the king to offer my attendance on his
Maijestie in the Iourny. Hee accepted of yt, but demanded
how farr [ would goe. I answered : to the worldes end, if
his Maiestie did. Then hee demanded whither hee went.
I replied : I knewe not ; whither so euer hee went I would
wayt on him. He thancked mec and gaue Asaph chan
order for mee, but what, I knowe not. Lastly hee asked if
I went home this fleete and a New Ambassador in my
place to Come. I answered: I thought not, for I Could
not returne vntill I was eyther recald by my Master or
dismissed by him ; and for any other I knew the king my
Master hoped it would bee Needlesse to keepe one alway
here, not doubting of the frendship and lustice of his
Maiestie. These questions were somewhat extrauagant;
but hee had beene very busy with his Cuppes, and suddenly
fell asleepe.

October 8.—1 receiued a lettre from Master Kerridge, of
the date of the 24th September, 1616, by a Patmar! of the
Princes, that our shipes were seene on the Coast and that
hee was ready to passe for Swally. : .

October 9.—In the morning I receiued from the Admirall
or Tudge of all Marine causes in Suratt a lettre signifying
the arriuall of fower english shipes,? and therin offering mee
all his furtherance and assistance in our speedy and faire
dispatch; but withall hee gaue mee aduise that wee wanted
there a sufficient procurator to follow our busines, which I
vnderstood to bee one of that Country, for I knew the

Y Pattamar, a courier. . * See p. 284.
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brokar entertayned by ours was a foole and one that durst
not open his mouth with such freedom as often our affayres
required. But because his meaning was somwhat obscure,
and might concerne a dislike of the Cheefe of the English,
for that the woordes litterally imported that I should send
downe a sober, discret, and graue man for a procurator in
our busines to bee indifferent, which might alsoe (meaning
a Mogull) on our behalfe [be?] authorised by the king, I
wrote to him to expound his entent and accordingly I
would follow yt. Whervpon I was of opinion that no man
was soe fitt as Iaddow, that remaynd here ; for the mayne
of our busines for dispatch lying at Suratt, and finding it
fitt to reduce the factoryes att Adsmere and Agra to one,
the brokar there is by report both well knowne and suffi-
cient in all but his honesty (wherin there is little Choyce);
but I stayed the resolution for the Admiralls answere.
 Vpon reading this lettre I went to the Prince to heare
what Newes hee had recejued. He acquaynted me that
4 ships were arriued, but that hee was enformed they ment
to trouble and stay the boates of the Country, which hee
wished mee to looke too, for that I should answer yt. I
replyed I knew it was a wrongfull enformation: I was a
sufficient Pledg, prouided that all couenants and promises
were kept toward vs, and that wee might trade peaceably
without any violence or-oppression : That perhapes some
of our factors might in anger threaten (which I perceiue
they had done, it agreeing with their aduise to stay the
Princes shipes), but that I would take order to accomodate
all to his Highnes content. He answered that on his part
all should be performed to our satisfaction, but hee required
my present lettre to the Commander of our flecte for good
order and quiettnes on our parts, as well in the towne as
at Sea; which I promised. I sollicited Zulphercarcon for
our mony with some sharpnes. Mirze Socorolla gaue his
woord to pay it in ten dayes,
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October 10.—Abdala chan, the great Gouernor of Ama-
davaz,! beeing sent for to Court in disgrace for many
insolencyes and neglectes of the kinges authoritye, and
thought that hee would stand on his guard and refuse: yet
the Prince Sultan Coronne, whose Ambition wrought on
eutry aduantage, desirous to oblige so great a man (beeing
one of the Cheefe Captaynes in these kingdomes), pre-
uayled with him on his woord to submitt. So that
comming in Pilgrams clothes with 40 seruantes on foote
about 60 mile in Counterfait humiliation, finished the rest
in his Palanckee, vntill hee arriued near the Court; but
one dayes Iourny behynde hee had 2000 horse attending.
This day hee was brought to the Jarruco® (the Publique
sitting of the king to see games, and to here Complayntes)
Chayned by the feete, bare foote betweene two Noblemen.
Hee Pulld his Turbant in his eyes, because hee would see
noe man before hee had the happines to behould the
kinges face. After reuerence made and some few ques-
tions, the king forgaue him, caused his Irons to bee loosed,
and clothed in a New vest of Cloth of Gould, Turbant, and
Girdle according to the Custome.

The Prince, who entended to build his honor on the warrs
-of Decan, which his elder brother had left with disgrace
and the great Commander Ckan Channa did not prosper
in (which doubtlesse was a Practiser with the Decannins,
from whom hee receiued Pension®) caused his father to
recall Chan Channa, who, refusing to come, desiered the .
king not to send Sultan Coronne to that warr, but one of

_ 1 See p. 170. His exact offence, as appears from the 7%zak, was
insulting and imprisoning the official newswriter of the province, who
promptly complained to the king.

" 2 See p. 106.

3 As here indicated, it was generally reported that the Kh4n-
Khéndn was secretly on friendly terms with the enemy against whom
he had been sent (see Blochmann’s A#7-i-Akbari, vol.'i, p. 338).
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his youngest sonns,! about 15 years of age. This Coronrie
" tooke to hart; but prosecuting his Purpose of the warr,
promised to Abdela chan the command of the Army
vnder him, by displacing Ckan Channa® The king, fear-
- ing troubles, and knowing all the ambitions and factions
of this sonne, the discontent of his two elder, the Power
of Chan Channa, was desierous to accomodate all by
accepting a Peace and confirming Chan Channa in the
Gouerment he held, and closely to that end wrote a lettre
of fauour and Purposed to send a vest according to the
Ceremony of reconciliation to Ckan Channa. But before
hee dispatchd it, hee acquaynted a kinswoeman of his
liveing in the Zereglia of his Purpose. She, whether
false to her frend (wrought by Sultan Coronne) or out of
Greatnes of hart to see the Top of her famelye after
soe many merittes stand on soe fickle termes, answered
Playnly that shée did not beleeue Chan Channa would
weare any thing sent from the king, knoweing his Maiestie
hated him and had once or twice offered him Poyson,
which hee Putting in his bosome insteed of his Mouth
had made tryall off: Therfore shee was Confident hee
would not dare to Putt on his body any thing that came
from his Maiestie. The King offered to ware it himselfe
before her for an hower, and that shee should write to
testefye it. Shee replyed hee would trust neyther of them
both with his life; but if hee might liue quietly in his
Command would doe his Maiestie true seruice. Whervppon

1 Sultdns Jahdnddr and Shahrydr. As they were both born a few
months before Akbar’s death, they could only have been about eleven
years old at this time.

2 ¢ Abdala Chan is here forgiuen, in extreame grace with the
Prince. For anything I can judge of great men, hee liues in better
fashion, both in his trayne, equipage and expence, and Carries more
sowrnes or grauety in his Person then any here. You see the justice
of the King. His sonne woorkes all to his owne endes, and setts vp
this man agaynst Chan Channa.,” (Roe to the factors at Ahmad4b4d,
October 25th, 1616.) . .
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the king altered his Purpose and resolued to proceed in
the sending Sultan Coronne, and to Countenance his recep-
tion would follow after with another Armie. Ckan Channa,
that discouered the storme, Practised with the Decans who
were at his seruice to offer termes of Peace for a season
(fynding noe other way to disolue this Cloude that hung
ouer them both) vntill the king and Prince were departed
and settled farther off. To this end Came two Embas-
sadors this day from the Princes of Decan. They brought
horses, barde,! richly furnished for Presentes. At first the
king refused to heare them, and their guift, but turned
them ouer to his sonne with this answer : if hee would haue
Peace or Warr, it was in his breast. The Prince, aduanced
by this fauour and swelling with Pride, resolued (though,
as I was enformed, the Conditions were very honorable
and such as the king would haue accepted) to goe on the
Iourny, answering hee would treat of no Peace vntill hee
were in the feeld with his Armie: Chan Channra should not
so beguile him of the honer of finishing that warr. The
ambitions of this young Prince are open, the Common
talke of the People ; yet his father suffers all, but entendes
him not the kingdome ; for Sultan Cursoronne, the Eldest
brother, is both extreamly beloued and honored of all
men, almost adored, and very lustly, for his most Noble
Partes ;> and this the king knowes and loues, but thinckes
his liberty would diminish his owne glory, and sees not
that this sly youth doth more darken him by ambitious
Practices then the other could by vertuous actions. Thus

1 Provided with horse-armour (see Nares’ Glossary).

2 In the same strain James Bickford writes to Sir Thomas Smythe,
March 4th, 1616-17 (0. C., No. 454), that Khusrd is “ best beloued of
his Father and euer was, though a prisoner, which is more for feare of
him then hate to him, he being so generally beloued of all the Country
and ioyned in intimate freindshipp with some of the greatest and most
honorable men of the Country. Notwithstanding, the Kinge hath
sworne that he shall raigne after him ; but dares not giue him his
libertie for feare of his flying out,”
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hee Nourisheth diuision and emulation betweene the
brethren and Putteth such Power in the hand of the
younger, supposing he can vndoe yt at his Pleasure, that
the wisest foresee a rending and tearing of these kingdomes
by diuision when the king shall pay the debt to Nature,
and that all Partes wilbe torne and destroyed by a Ciuill
warr. The history of this Countrye for the variety of
. subiect and the‘ma.ny Practises in the tyme of Ecbarsha,
father of this king, by him then Prince, and these later
troubles were not vnwoorthy Committing to writing ; but
because they are of so remote Partes many will despise
them [and ?] because the People are esteemed barberouse
few wil beleue them; therfore I content my selfe with the
Contemplation, but I could deliver as many rare and
Cunning Passadges of State, subtile euasions, Policyes,
answers, and adages, as I beleeue for one age would not
bee easely equald. Only ope that passed lately I cannot
omitt, to show wisdome and Patience in a father, fayth in a
seruant, falshood in a brother, impudent bouldnes in a
faction that dare attempt anything, when the highest
Maiestie giues them liberty beyond eyther the law of
their owne Condition or the limitts of Policye and reason.
The Prince Sultan Coronne, Normahall the deare queene,
Aunt to his wife, Asaph chan his father-in-law, brother to
the Queene, and Etiman Dowlett, father to them both,
beeing they that now gouerne all and dare attempt any-
thing, resolued it was not possible for them to stand if the
Prince Sultan Corsoronne liued, whom the nobilitye loued,
and whose deliuery or life would Punish their ambitions
in tyme ; therfore Practised how to bring him into their
Power, that poyson might end him. Normahall attemptes °
the king with the false teares of womans bewitching
flattery : that Sultan Corcoronne was not safe, nor his
aspiring thoughtes deposed. The king heares, soothes yt,
but would not vnderstand mor then shee deliuered playnly.
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This fayling, they tooke oportunitye of the kinges beeing
drunck, the Prince, Eteman Dowlett, and Asaph chan
mooued the king that, for the safety of Sultan Corsoronne
and his honor, it were fitter he were in the keeping of his
brother, whose companyes would bee pleasing one to the
other, and his safety more reguarded then in the handes of
a Rashboote Gentile (to whome the king had committed
him) : therfore they humbly desiered his Maiestie that he .
might be deliuered into the handes of his deare brother;
which the king granted, and so fell asleepe. They thought
their owne greatnes such as, bringing the kings authority,
no man durst refuse ; and beeing once in their possession
they would dispute the redeliuery. So the same night
Asaph chan in the name of the king, sent by the Prince,
came with a Guard to demand and receiue Sultan Cur-
soronne at the hand of Anna rah! a Rajak rashboot to
whom the king had entrusted him. He refuseth to deliuer
his chardge, with this answere: that he was Sultan Coronns
humble seruant, but that he had receiued the Prince his
brother from the handes of the king and to no other would
deliuer him ; that hee should haue Patience till the Morn-
ing, when hee would dischardge himselfe to his Maiestie,
and leaue it to his pleasure to dispose off. This answere
Coold all. In the Morning Anna rah came to the king
and acquaynted him with the demand of the Prince, his
refusall and answer; and added his Maiestie had giuen
him Chardge of his sonne, and made him the commander
of 4000 horse, with all which hee would dye at the
Gate rather then deliuer his Prince to the handes of his
enemyes: if his Maiestie required him, hee was ready to
obey his will, but hee would prouide for his owne inno-

1 This faithful R4jptt is mentioned by Jahdngfir in the 7#zak as
“one of my close attendants.” His name was Anuprai; to which,
for the bravery he showed in a dangerous encounter with a tiger, the
king added the title of Singh Dalan (“tiger-tearer”).
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cency. The king replyed: you haue done honestly,
faythfully : you have answered discretly : Continew your
Purpose and take noe knowledge of any Commandes : I
will not seeme to know this, neyther doe you stirr farther :
hould your fayth and lett vs see how farr they will prose-
cute yt. The Prince and the faction the Next day, finding
the king silent, hoping he might forgett what passd in
wyne, tooke no notice of the grant nor of the refusall ; but
it fell (not without suspition) on both partes. This I insert
to this end that you may beware scattering your goodes in
diuers Partes and engaging your stock and seruantes farr
into the Countrye; for the tyme will come when all in
these kingdomes wilbe in combustion, and a few yeares
warr will not decide the inueterate malice layd vp on all
partes against a day of vengeance! wherin if Sultan
Corsoronne preuayle in his right, this kingdome wilbe a
sanctuary for Christians, whome he loues and honors,
fauouring learning, valour, the discipline of warr, and
abhorring all couetousnes and discerning the basse Cus-
tomes of taking vsed by his ancestors and the Nobilitye :?
¥Yf the other Wynne wee shalbe the loosers, for hee is
most earnest in his superstition, a hater of all Christians,
Proud, Subtill, false, and barberously Tyranous.

Ther is dayly expected an Embassador from the
Shabas? king of Persia.

October 13—The king was gone to hunt.

I receiued from Agra that Indico was well fallen and
that they would proceed to invest.

1 The death (of which it was strongly suspected Shdh Jahdn was
guilty) of Sultdn Khusrt in 1622, followed, four years later, by that of
Parwiz, averted the fratricidal war here foretold. But the prophecy
came true at the close of the reign of Shdh Jahdn, who not only saw
his sons slaughter one another in the struggle for mastery, but was
himself forced to yield his throne to the victor.

2 It is to be feared that Roe’s dislike of Khurram inclined him to
credit too easily the reported excellencies of the elder brother.
Khusrd’s previous behaviour certainly does not bear out the favourable
view here expressed. 3 Sh4h Abbids. ’
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At night the king returned, and sent mee a wild Pigg.

I receiued aduise of the arriuall of 4 shipes safe at the
Port of Swally with lettres from England :! That they de-
parted the Coast the g of March 1615 [1616] with 6 shipes,
losing Company of the Rose about the N. Cape by weather :
June the 12, 1616, the other 5 came safely to the bay of
Saldania, wher the Lyon hoomward bound was ready for a
wynd, her Commanders and People in health: staying
[6lank] dayes at the Roade without Newes of the small
ship, they dispeeded the Swan to Bantam, for effecting the
Busines, and sett saile for Suratt the 29 with fowre shipes,
and Came to Anchor to their Port the 24th of September,
1616. In their Passadge (August 6) Neare the Islandes of
Comora about 12° 50™ they had sight of a Carrick, burthen
1500 Tunne, Manned with 600, beeing Admirall of the
fleete sent for Goa, bearing the flagg. The glode fetchd
her vp to wyndward, and after salutations of the sea, the
Carrick Commanded her to leaward, and seconded it with
5 shott thorowgh her Hull, which she requited with 18 and
soe fell off The Admirall and English fleete Comming
vp demanded satisfaction for the Iniurye, which was re-
plyed too with scorne; soe began a fresh fight; in few
shott the Commander, Benjamin Ioseph,? was slayne and,
the New established, they Continued yt. At the Euning
shee rann herselfe ashore among the Rockes of Angazesia.

1 For an account of the voyage of this, the 1616 fleet, see Terry’s
book. He gives a spirited description of the fight with the carrack.
Among the I. O. Records (O. C., No. 456) there is an equally interest-
ing account in a letter from Pepwell to the Company. For the Portu-
guese version, see Bocarro’s Decada X1I7, pt. 1, ch. clv,and Fariay
Sousa’s Asia Portuguesa (Stevens’s transln., Bk. 111, ch. xi).

2 Of whom see Sir Clements Markham’s Voyages of William Baffin
(Hakluyt Soc., 1881), p. 38 #. Terry says he was “for years antient,”
and ‘‘had commanded before in sea-fights, which he met withal
within the Streights in the Midland Sea.” His successor, Henry
Pepwell, was desperately wounded in the fight that followed, but lived
t% reach Surat and afterwards Bantam, where he succumbed early in
1618.
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The fleete anchored short of her to attend the issue, and
sent a boate to offer faier warrs, but about Midnight
shee fired her selfe and burnd all the Next Morning ; the
English sending their boates could not approach, but be-
leeue that not one man was saued, by Circumstances very
probable. The New Viceroy for Goa was in this ship,!
whose resolution was the death of all the others.

October 14.—I sent for the Iesuite and gaue him know-
ledge of what had happened, desiering him to aduise yt for
Goa : and wheras I had written a lettre to the Viceroy,
which his Pride Pleased not to answere? if hee, beeing a
man of the Church and seeing how vnprosperously they
had begunn a warr with vs, would yet admonish them to
entertayne those Conditions of truce that were honorable
for both Nations and send commissioners hither, I was
ready to treate with them : in the Meane tyme to forbare
on all Partes actes of hostilitye, and to draw and agree on
some articles, with the reasons and pretentions on both
sydes, to be Iudged off by our Masters, eyther for an open
Warr or a full Peace, at the end of 3 years: but if this
Course liked him, I required Honorable and faythfull
dealing and expected to see good authoritye and to receiue
and giue good securitye for Mutuall performance, for that
I was not to be abused with the ould Coulors of a Spanish
treaty : if hee refused once more these Christian offers,
agreable to the Amytye of our most Royall Masters and
their subiectes in the Partes of Europe, I then Professed his
obstinacy and Pride enforced mee to declare him a breaker
and disturber of the Comon Peace and so would pursue
him and his Nation as an enemye. This Meditation
[mediation?] the Padre most willingly undertooke, cor-
responding to his owne desiers and the Necessityc of their

1 This was an error, as Roe learned later.
2 See p. 76.
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affayres! For our busines (if it could with honor be ob-
teyned) it were a matter of great ease, both in tyme,
Chardge, and expence, that wee might with one shipp
safely trade on this Coast. I hope not in the successe, but
I would not the fayling were on my Part. Now was the
oportunitye to offer with honor, when wee needed it least,
and if euer to effect yt in their Necessity. I confesse it
were the better consayle to pursue them faynting and to
follow the victory, but I found here was no disposition in
this Prince to break with them; if hee did, no faith nor
constancy, but would make the Peace for his owne endes ;
and without such an ayd by land the woorke was too great
for a Company, The euent of warr vncertayne, the end of
our Nation Peaceable and quiett trade, in the calmes
wherof trafique and Merchandice only or principally
flourished. .

I went to the Prince with the Newes I had receiued ;
and because I had found his disposition was to draw my
dependance on him, and that hee was ambitious of respect,
I was indulgent toward him, and, hoping to take him in his
owne Nettes, I propounded to him certayne offers which
I pretended to receiue in Command from the King my
Master to deliuer to his father, but for respect for his
Highnes I addressd my selfe to him, both to acquaynt
him with the Propositions, to desier his fauour, and to ob- .
teyne his Mediation to present mee to the King at Night.
He demanded what was my desier. I first deliuered
him Certayne Complementes sent by my Soueraigne to
the King: that his Maiestie, taking Notice of the fauour
showed to our Nation, and that the Portugalles for our
sakes robd and abused the subiectes of this kingdom, hee
was bound in honor to enter into the quarrell and had

1 ¢ Geuen to the Padre the Jesuitt Azorius and Bellermines woorkes,
cost in England 5/. 155. Hee vndertook to treat a Peace betwene the
viceroy and mee” (Roe’s Accounts : Add/. MS. 6115).
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Commanded mee to offer to his Maiestie the assistance of
our fleete arriued, eyther for the Chastising of the Common
enemy or for the safc Conducting of the shipes of his
Dominion into the redd sea: and that, though now ther
was a truce, yet I thought it my dutie to signifie to his
Maiestie the affection and honorable care of my Master in
beeing ready to performe all the offices of a good ally and
frend. He answered that with the Portugall he had noe
warr : to wefte! ther fleete was Needlesse. I replyed wee
had lately had a victory ouer a Carrick which I supposed
would draw on desire of reuenge and that the Portugall
would bee attempting, if but for our sakes, to doe injury
to our frendes : that his Coast ‘could not be quiett for our
discentions : that therfore, though this instant his Highnes
had noe Neede, yet if hee would bee Pleased to giue vs a
Riuer and towne to fortefie in, for a retrayct for our
shipping in foule weather, wee would alway keepe such a
strength as should secure the Coast on all occasions. This
was that I aymed at, and that I knew was ill Musique ;
but I receiued order, which I obeyed, though I can giue
reasons that to be denyed yt is for our advantage in my
Iudgment,? as our busines standes, and is mistaken by
those from whom I receiue directions; and was sure of
refusall. Hee answered with scorne that his father nor hee
needed not our assistance : he ment not warr with the Portu-
gall for our sakes, neyther would euer deliuer any-fort to
vs to receiue his owne at our Curtesye: if wee came as
Merchantes wee were wellcome : wee had Suratt for our
Port: wee weare seated in Amadavaz, Brampoore, Baroch,
Adsmere, Agra, and Lahor, or any other Citty was free
for vs to abyde, buy, and sell : in what could wee in reason
demand more? I replyed all those Places were inland,
and at Suratt noe safety for our shippes. Hee returned

1 Convoy. 2 A change of opinion ; see p. 94.
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quick that other Port would not bee giuen in that manuer,
Nor the Portugalls neuer requird yt. I thought to haue
proceeded, but finding his sharpnes and Negligence, I
ended. At Night I went to the king. I found Asaph
chan ready to meete mee with smiles and embraces and
Newes of our shipes. New hope of Presentes made al
wayes easye. I desired him first to deliuer the Comple-
mentes of my Master in forme, as I did in the Morning to
the Prince, with the same ouertures. The king with much
more Curtesy receiued them, but begann with the pre-
sentes. I first mentioned our late fight and victory, which
hee seemed to reioyce in, and to applaud the valor of our
Nation, but fell off to: what hath the king sent mee? I
answered : many tokens of his loue and affection: That
my Master knew hee was lord of the best Part of Asia,
the richest Prince of the East, that to send his Maiestie
rich Presentes were to Cast Pearles into the sea, the mother
and store house of them : that therfore his Maiestie
thought yt vnnecessarie, but had Presented him with his
loue, with many Curious toyes, which I hoped would giue
_ him Content. Hee vrdged mee to some particulars, which
I Named. Hee asked for french Muff or veluett. I
answered my lettres were not arriued: some other was
come which hee desicred. Hee enquired for dogges.! I
tould him some had their fortune in the fight, some dyed,
two were preserued for him : at which hee reioyced ; and
Continued if I could procure him a horse of our Great
size such as I had described (beecing a Rone or Dutch
horse) hee would accept it better then a Crowne. I re-
plyed: I would doe my indeauour for his Maiesties satis-
faction, but I feared it could not bee effected. Hee

1 A mastiff presented by Edwards fought with and killed first a
leopard and then a boar which some dogs sent by the Shah of Persia
would not touch. This gave the Mogul a high opinion of English
dogs.
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answered : if I would procure on, hee would giue mee a
leck of rupias. 1 desired his Maiesties lettre for the Com-
ming of these presentes without search, and for the good
vsadg of our People. Hee replyed the Port was his sonns,
but sent for him and Publiquely gaue expresse order for
what soeuer I would requier and take on mee, that it
should Not be searched nor pay Custome, but bee dis-
peeded with expedition safe to my handes, that I might
distribute yt at my discretion : that hee should Command
the good reception of our People, and finally that hee
should giue mee Content in all my desiers. This generally
extended not to the grant of a fort, for that clause Asaph
chan refused to deliuer. This Chardge was very round and
harty in the king, and a grace to mee. The Prince called
Asaph chan and mee, and there professed and promised
before his father and all the Court to giue mee all reason-
able Content. This is the strength of New Presentes.
October 15.—1 dispatched for Suratt the generallity of
this, and my aduises to the Commanders; but because I
lately sent downe a firmane sufficient, I would not retard
our busines, but signifyed this grace and fauour and if any
thing yet wanted that in few dayes they should receiue
this New promised Command. The Prince sent mee
woord, wittnessed by two lettres from the Iudg of the
Alfandica, that 1 brake Couenant with him : that our
Peoplé came ashore and by force would passe the Custome
house, without showeing any goodes to the Gouernor
according to my Promise : that his officers for feare of his
displeasure had suffered them : but required my order in
yt. I knew the Complaynt was false and to excuse the
knauery of the Iadg, who had wronged vs and fearing
Complaynt began first: yet I aduised roundly to the

1 Je., all things which Roe would certify to have been sent for
presentation.

U
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Commander and Cape Merchant, as my lettres will de-
clare!

I receiued from Mesolapatan that Captain Keeling had
taken 2 Portugall barkes and a ship, one on the Coast of
Cochyn, laden with tynn, the other fraighted from Bengala,
which hee Carried to Bantam :2 That Sir Robert Sheirly
was dismissd with disgrace from Goa, and that hee was
on his way overland to Mesclapatan to seeke Passadge—
vnprobable and I beleeue vntrue?

October 16.—I went to Afzul chan the Princes Secre-
tary, to giue him satisfaction in the Complaynt, and there
opened to him the abuse and falshood, requiring his high-
nes lettres according to the kinges order. He tould [me?]
he would informe the Prince and draw vs a Command to
our full Content ; and that, seeing wee thought the Iudg
of the Alfandica vniust, hee desiered mee to name any one
in Suratt to sitt in the Custome house to doe vs right and
hee should be ioyned in Commission for our behalfe. I
replyed I knew none more vpright then Abram chan,
the Gouernor of the Towne, whom hee promised should
haue such order to meete with the Customer in the office
on our Part to moderate the abuses of the other, and that
all other our Contentmentes should bee giuen in Chardge
to him ; that at night, if I sent, I should fynd these ready.
Ther, as a secrett to engage the Prince, I tould him of the
vnicorns horne,® which I would not name to the king that

1 See ff. 125 and 126 of the MS., and O. C. No. 404 in the I. O.
Records. In the letter to Kerridge, Roe begged him to hasten the
despatch of the presents, including one for Ndr Mahdl. “ The
neglect of her last yeare,” he wrote, *“ [ haue felt heauely.”

» See Peyton’s journal in Purchas. vol. i, p. 528.

¢ As indeed it was. Sherley remained in Goa until his departure for
Lisbon. 4 See p. 160 7.

5 On the “unicorn’s” horn, its supposed efficacy as an antidote for
poison, and its consequent value—* worth halfe a city,” says Dekker
in The Guls Horne-booke—notes will be found in Burnell and Tiele’s
Linschoten, vol. ii, p. 9 ; Grey’s Della Valle, vol. i, pp. 5, 7 ; and Yule’s
Marco Polo, vol. 1i, p. 273. Compare also Ovington ( Voyage to Surat,
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his Highnes might buy it for a rarety to bestow on his
father. I told him of the rich estimation and qualetyes:
that it was esteemed among the Iewells of Princes: but
that I had no Power to giue it, beeing of great valew: that
the Merchanntes made it a secrett and intended not to
suffer it come out of the ship, but that for his Highnes
Content, if hee Pleasd to buy it and would giue order for
mony at Suratt, I would procure his officers should see yt.
This I hoped would both sett an éxtreame appetite on the
Prince to passe it at a high Price, and would insinuate an
extraordinary desire in mee to doe him seruice; and if
hee reuealed it to the king, I would answere: because it
was not in my Power to giue his Maiestie ] was ashamed

1689, p. 267), who says that one of the English Presidents at Surat
believed so much in its “ Medicinal Excellence and singular Quality
. . . that he exchang’d for a Cup made of this Horn a large capacious
Silver Bowl of the same bignes.” Fuller, in his Worthies (p. 193),
speaking of a unicorn’s horn, says: ‘“Amongst the many precious
rarities in the Tower, this (as another in Windsor-Castle) was, in my
memory, shown to people.”

The specimen here referred to failed to find a purchaser. The
Prince declined to buy it at the price asked ; and it was then offered
to Mukarrab Khdn for 5,000 rupees. In order to test its supposed
virtue the latter *“ made tryall by the liues of a pigeon, goat, and man,
which they loosing itt also.lost his esteeme” (Brown to the Com-
pany: O. C. No. 609). Roe was shocked at this callous experiment,
and wrote gravely to Brown: “I hope neyther your Consent nor
Commendation ayded to trye the vnicorns horne on a man. But
Mochreb-chan may bee deceived ; it may bee true and rare without
any such vertue as absolutly and alone to bee an Antidote to any
Poyson. Ther is no such property in the best of the world ; and, if it
were soe, he knowes one seare of yt were woorth more mony then you
demanded. But lett him know this from mee (which is true) that wee
esteeme it in Europe a great Cordiall and good to strengthen the
stomack, to Cheere and remooue melancholy from the hart, and a
preseruer against Poyson equall to beazer stone ; yet it is not expected
that beazer alone shall Prdtect a man from a strong Poyson. Breefly,
besides the rarotye (beeing a Jewell kept of all Princes) it is vsd in
all sorts of Cordiall Phisique to make restorers and strengtheners,
with gould, Pearle, Corall, amber and such ; and for virtue is held
equall with any. . ..” (Addl. MS. 6115, f. 200). But Mukarrab
Kh4n was not to be tempted ; and Roe therefore directed that the
grecious horn should be sent on board ship again with a view to its

eing despatched to Persia. This intention, however, was not carried
out, the horn being sent to Achin, though there also no purchaser
could be found (O. C. No. 753).

U2
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to name yt, but had mooued the Prince to buy it for his
vse. For this I had many thanckes and Complements.
His Secretary mooued by his Highnes order to procure
for him two Gunners out of our fleete to serue him in this
yeares warrs for good Pay, which Curtesy hee would take
very kindly and requite yt. I promised to effect his desier,
and doubted not to procure them of the Commander, see-
ing ordinary ones in that art will exell here! I pressd
the Clearing of Zulpheckcarcons account ; though I knew
not what it was, for Master Kirridge aduised satisfaction
of gooo mamoodies for which I sent bills, and that of the
8000 remayning he had receiued content for two Clothes
and’ a halfe, but not how much nor what rested. Yet I
vrdged the vse of our mony now to employ, and showed
his bill: that what was mistaken, wee would bee answer-
able for; which hee promised Master Biddolph this day
or the morow.

Abdala-chan came to visitt the Prince, so brauely at-
tended as I haue not seene the like. To the Gate his
drumms and musique a horsback, about 20, made noyse
enough, fifty Peons with white flagges carried before him,
and 200 souldiers well mounted in Coates of Cloth of
Gould, veluett, and rich silkes, which entered with him
in ranck ; Next his Person 40 targiteers? in like liueryes.
He made humble reuerence, and presented a black Arabian
horse with furniture studded with flowers of gould enameld
and sett with small stones. The Prince according to
Custome returnd a Turbant, a Coate, and a Gyrdle.

October 17.—The Prince Pursuing his Purpose of finish-
ing the Decan warrs by his owne Person, and vndertaking
to giue answere to the Ambassadors, giues none, but de-
teynes them vntill his approach. But, beeing to depart, he

1 Roe duly transmitted this request to Surat, but no one in the
fleet was willing to accept the employment.
2 Soldiers armed with sword and buckler (targe).
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nor his Party thought not themselues secure if Sultan
Coarsoronne remayned in the handes of Annarah: that in
his absence the king might be reconciled, and by his
liberty all the glory and hopes of their faction would
vanish and the Iniury and ambition hardly bee Pardoned.
They newly assayle the kinges constancy to deliuer vp his
sonne inta the handes of Asaph chan, as his guardian
vnder Sultan Coronne. They Pretend that it will fright
Chan Channa and the Decanns, when they shall heare that
this Prince is soe fauoured, who nowe comes to make warr
vpon them, that the king hath deliuered vp his eldest
sonne, in that as it were the whole kingdome and hope
of succession and the Present Power therof. The King,
who had yeeilded himself into the handes of a woman,
could not defend his sonne from their Practises. Hee
either sees not the ambition or trustes it too farr in Con-
fidence of his owne Power, and consentes: soe that this
day hee was deliuered vp, the souldiers of Anna-rah dis-
chardged, and a supply of Asaph chans planted about him,
with assistannce of 200. of the Princes horse! His sister
and diuers weomen in the Seraglia mourne, refuse their
meate, crye out of the kinges dotage and Crueltye, and
professe that if hee dye ther will 100 of his kindred burne
for him in memorye of the kinges bloudines to his woor-
thyest sonne. The king giues fayre woordes, protesteth
no intent of ill toward the Prince, and promiseth his de-
livery and sendes Narmahall to appease these enraged
ladyes, but they Curse, threaten, and refuse to see her.
The Common People all murmer ; they say the king hath
not deliuered his sonnes but his owne life into the handes
of an Ambitious Prince and a treacherous faction: that
Corsoronne cannot Perish without scandall to the father or

1 «QOn the 4th [Ab4n] Khusrd, who was in the charge for safe-
keeping of Anirai Singh Dalan, for certain considerations was
handed over to Asaf Khdn” (7#zak, Mr. Rogers’ trunslation).



294 THE EMBASSY OF [1616

rcuenge from him: therfore hee must goe first and after
him his sonne ; and so thorough their bloodes this youth
must mount the Royall seate. New hopes are spread of
his redeliuery, and soone alayed ; euery man tells newes
according to his feares or desires. But the Poore Prince
remaynes in the Tygers Power, refuseth meate, and re-
quires his father to take his life and not to lett it bee the
triumph and delight of his enemyes. The whole Court is
in a whisper; the Nobility sadd ; the Multitude, like it
selfe, full of tumor and Noyce, without head or foote ;
only it rages but bendes it selfe vpon noe direct end. The
issue is very dangerous; Principally for vs, for among
them it matters not who wynns. Though one haue right
and much more honor, yet hee is still a moore, and cannot
bee a better Prince then his father, who is soe good of dis-
position that he suffers ill! men to gouerne, which is woorse
then to bee ill; for wee were better beare Iniuryes of
Princes then of their ministers. So that I may say of this
tyme and the constitution of this state as Tacitus did ef
the Empire of Roome when it was contended for by Otho
and Vitellius: Prope euersum ovbem etiam cum de princi-
patu inter bonos certaretur : virvasque impias preces, vivaque
detestanda vota, inter duos quorum bello solum id scives
deteriorem fore qui vicissitt? And although the elder
brother is not yet in Armes, nor so like (if he Preuayle) to
Tyrannise, yet it is to bee feared, Redus secundis eatiam

1 Purchas (or his printer) has turned this into “all,” and has thus
entirely altered the sense.

2 Hist.,i, 50. The passage is thus translated by Messrs. Church and
Brodribb : *“ Theworld . . . . was well-nigh turned upside down when
the struggle for empire was between worthy competitors, yet the Empire
continued to exist after the victories of Caius Julius and Casar
Augustus ; the republic would have continued to exist under Pompey
and Brutus. And is it for Otho or for Vitellius that we are now to
repair to the temples? Prayers for either would be impious, vows for
either a blasphemy, when from their conflict you can only learn that the
conqueror must be the worse of the two.” Roe has omitted a portion
of the quotation, and has thus to a slight extent obscured the seuse,
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egregios duces tnsolescere 1 did aduise our little Common
wealth to keepe close and neare togither, to attend the
issue, to know no syde, to make few debtes, and to keepe
as few residencyes as the necessitye of their affaires will
suffer. ‘

October 18.—1 Sollicited my New promised firmaen, but
in these troubles and preperation of remooue I found slow
dispatch.

October 19.—The Persian Ambassador Mahomett Roza
Beag? about noone came into the Towne with a great troup,
which were Partly sent out by the king to meete him with
100 Eliphantes and musique, but no man of greater
qualetye then the ordinary receiuer of all strangers. His
owne trayne were about 50 horse, well fitted in Coates
of Cloth of Gould, their bowes, quivers, and:.Targetes
richly garnished, 40 shott, and some 200 ordinary Peons
and attenders on bagage. He was carried to Rest in a
roome within the kinges outward court till euening, when
he came to the Darbar before the king, to which Cere-
mony I sent my Secretary to obserue the fashion. When
hee approched, He made at the first rayle 3 Zeselims® and
one Sizeda* (which is Prostrating himselfe and knocking
his head against the Ground); at the entrance in, the like ;
and so presented the Shabas his lettre ; which the kinge
took with a little motion of his body, asking only : How

1 Jbid., ii, 7. “In the day of success even great leaders grow
insolent.”
2 Muhammad Raz4 Beg. 3 See p. 135.

4 The sijdak, or prostration, introduced by some of Akbar’s courtiers
upon the establishment of his “ Divine faith.” As, however, it was
one of the positions at prayer, it was looked upon by the Muhamma-
dans in general as the exclusive right of God; and Akbar, though
pleased with the practice, was obliged to forbid its use in public.
Jah4ngf{r encouraged it, and in the 7%za% he notes with evident satis-
faction that the Persian ambassador on this occasion * performed the
dues of prostration and salutation” (Mr. Rogers’ translation) ; but it
was always unpopular and Shgh Jahdn abolished it upon his accession
to the throne (Blochmann’s A/n-i-Akbari, vol. i, pp. 159, 213).
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doth my brother? without title of Maiestie; and after some
few woordes hee was Placed in the seauenth rannck against
the rayle by the doore, below so many of the kinges
seruantes on both sides, which in my Tudgment was a most
inferiour Place for his masters Embassador, but that hee
well deserued it for dooing that reuerence which his Pre-
decessores refused, to the dishonor of his Prince and the
Murmer of many of his Nation.! It is said hee had order
from the Sophy to giue content, and therby it is gathered
his message is for some ayde in mony agaynst the Turke,
in which kind he often findes liberall succour, though it
bee pretended hee Comes only to treat a peace for the
Decanns, whose protection the Shabas taketh to hart,
envyeing the encrease of this Empire. The King accord-
ing to Custome gaue him a handsom turbant, a vest of
gbuld, and a girdle, for which againe hee made 3 Zesseltmns
and one Sizeda, or ground curtesye. Hee brought for
Presentes 3 tymes 9 horses of Persia and Arabia, this
beeing a Ceremonius Number among them, 9 mules very
fayre and lardg, 7 Camells laden with veluett, two Sutes of
. Europe Arras (which I suppose was Venetian hanginges of
veluett with gould, and not Arras), two Chestes of Persian
hanginges, on Cabinett rich, 40 Muskettes, 5 Clockes, one
Camell laden with Persian Cloth of gould, 8 Carpettes of
silke, 2 Rubyes ballast, 21 Cammelles of wyne of the
Grape, 14 Camelles of distilld sweet waters, 7 of rose

1 Kerridge, writing to Roe on the 1oth of this month (4dd/. MS.
9366), says that the Mogul expects envoys from Persia to give the
‘““accostomed obedience,” though, “his nature being gentle and de-
bonaire,” he permits Christians to use their own ceremonies of saluta-
tion. At a later date, the Persians appear to have received better
treatment, for Bernier (p. 120) says that the privileges of saluting

according to the customs of their own country,and of delivering their

letters “without the intervention of an Omrak . . . belong exclusively
to Persian ambassadors,” although they are not granted, “even to
them, without much hesitation and difficulty.” Bernier tells an amusing
tale (p. 151) of Shdh Jahdn’s expedient to force a Persian ambassador
to make reverence d /’/ndien, and the way in which he was foiled.
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Waters, 7 daggers sett with stones, 5 swoordes sett with
stones, 7 Venetian looking glasses, but these soe faire, so
rich that I was ashamed of the relation. These Presentes
were not deliuered now, only a bill of them. His owne
furniture was rich, leading nine spare horses trapped in
Gould. and siluer; about his Turbant was wreathed a
Chayne of Pearles, rubies, and Turqueses, and three Pipes
of gould! answerable for three spriges of feathers. Yet I
caused diligence [diligent ?] obseruance to be made of his
reception and compared it with myne owne, and fynd he
had in nothing more grace, in many thinges not so much ;
in ranck far inferiour to that alowed mee, except only his
meeting without the Towne, which by reason of my sicknes
was omitted to be demanded. Neyther did the king
receiue the Shabas his lettre with such respect as my
Masters, whom hee called the King of England his brother,
the Persian barely brother, without addition (which was an
obseruation of the Iesuites, that vnderstood the language).2

October 20—1 receiued a lettre according to promise,
written in the Princes name Commanding the Gouernor of
Suratt and others to sitt with the Iudg of the Alfandica in
our behalfe, repeating the Complaynt made by mee and
by the Iudg against vs, and giuing order so to dispose of the
busines that wee might receiue no more discontent, and in
that matter full and effectuall ; but concerning the pre-
sents, which hee so much desiered to haue choyce in,
only these woordes: and for all Presentes sett too
your seale and send them to Court—without naming to
which Court (which was now seperating) not [nor?] to
whom, but leauing it doubtfull. I suspected it was not
right, whervpon I sent back the lettre to the Secretary

1 Aigrette-holders.

% Yet Jahdngir not only describes the embassy in the Z7za#, but
gives the Shgh’s letter in full ; whereas Roe’s mission was not thought
worthy of mention.
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with answere that I doubted not his Highnes meaning was
faire, according to the order of the king, but, to avoyd
all occasion of euasion or error in those who sought all
aduantage of Construction to wrong vs, I desiered him in
few woordes to explayne it for future quiett, expressing
the termes that the Presents are to be sent vnopened to
the handes of the Ambassador at the Court. Hee vnder-
wrote the lettre, but with such Cunning that it might bee
Construed both wayes like the ould Oracles: Concerning
Presentes doe as they will, but lett the Prince loose
nothing : if wrong bee offered, doe not suffer yt. Our
sollicitor returned it : that it was very well and to my
Content. Yet I misdoubted fraud, and sent for a trans-
lator, who found the sence so intricat and doubtfull I could
scarse vnderstand the riddle. I only discouered the Cunning
was to bring them into the Princes handes, as it were by
error on the way, who would eyther carue all to him-
selfe or send some part to the king in my Name. This
abuse Justly enraged mee, both against some of our owne
and my linguist that receiued it soe slightly without read-
ing, and stirrd mee to putt it to triall; whervpon I re-
turned yt: that it was now more obscure then before and
woorse for the correction ; that if this were all the fruictes
of the kinges gracious grant, I should bee compelld to
moue it anew. The Secretarye replyed he durst not trans-
gresse his order, but desired mee to meete him in the
Morning at the Princes.

October 21.—1 went to the Prince and opened my desire
to haue that Clause expounded, at which his Highnes
stucke a little and I perceiued the Purpose to be as hollow
as I imagined. Hee demanded then how hee should haue
his Presents or see such toyes as came vp, and mooued mee
to goe with him. I replyed I could not doe soe vntill I
had deliuered my Masters Message and tokens to the King,
but, that finished, I would my selfe attend his Highnes
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with his Presentes, and all such raretyes as came to my
handes should bee sent after him. Hee pressd mee to
passe my woord, and so I obteyned order for the firmaen
to my Content. His Highnes, looking on a Whyte
feather in my hatt, demanded if I would giue it him.
I replyed I would not offer that I had worne, but, if he
Pleasd to Command it, that or anything in my Power was
to serue him and I was highly honored in his acceptance.
Hee asked if I had any more. I answered: three or fower
of ather Coulors. He replyed if I would giue them all, for
that hee was to show his horses and seruantes to the king
within two dayes and that hee wanted some, becing very
rare in these Parts. I promised to bring all I had on the
Morow, that his Highnes might take his Pleasure.

Abdala chan, in a Gallant Equipage both of his Person
and attendantes in apparell strange and antique, but in
these partes a /Ja soldado, Presented the Prince with a white
horse, the saddle and furniture of gould enameld, a beast
of delicate shape, life, and Couradge ; who returned him a
swoord Playne with a belt of leather. Ther were brought
before him many others, the hiltes of siluer, Chapes sett
with small stones, and targettes couered with gould
velvetts, some Paynted and bossed with gould and silver,
which hee gaue to his seruantes against this muster, many
saddles and furniture of gould, rich sett with stones, of his
owne were showed for spare horses, his bootes embrodered,
& all other ingredientes of brauery. I confesse the expence
is woonderfull, and the riches dayly seene invaluable.

This night Passd it is reported 6 of the Princes seruantes
came to Murther Sultan Cursoronne, but were refused the
key by the Porter ; that the Queene mother! is gonc to the

1 Coryat notes the respect and affection with which she was treated
by her son. As is well known, she was one of Akbar’s Hindd con-
sorts, being daughter of R4ja Bih4r{ Mal and sister of R4j4 Bhagwdn
Dés of Jaipur. Her death occurred in 1623.
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king with an ouerture of all the Practice. The truth is
vncertayne and it is dangerous to aske.

At euening I went to the Durbar to visitt the king, wher
I mett the Persian Embassador with the first muster of his
Presentes. Hee appeared rather a Iester or Iugler then
a Person of any grauety, running vp and downe, and acting
all his woordes like a mimick Player. Now indeed the
Atashckannoe® was become a right stage. Hee deliuered
the Presentes with his owne handes, which the king [with]
smiles and Cherfull Countenance and many woordes of
Contentment receiued. His toong was a great aduantage
to deliuer his owne busines, which hee did with so much
flattery and obsequiousnes that it Pleased as much as his
guift : euer calling his Maiestie King and Commander of
the world, forgetting his owne Mgaster had a share in yt;
and on euery little occasion of good acceptation hee made
his Tezelims. When all was delivered for that day hee
prostrated himselfe on the ground, and knocked with his
head as if hee would enter in. The guiftes were: a fayre
quiver for bow and arrowes, delicatly embrothered; all
sorts of Europian fruictes artificiall in dishes ; many other
foulding Purses and knackes of leather, wrought with
needlewoork in coloured silkes; shooes embrodered and
stichd ; Great Glasses inlayd in frames; one square Peice
of Veluett embrodered high with gould in Panes, betweene
which were Italian Pictures wrought in the stuff, which hee
sayd was the king and queene of Venice (which, as I sup-
pose, was the hanginges called Arras);? of these six were
giuen, one only showed ; many other #ricanados® of small
valew ; after, the 3 Nines of horses and Mules, which were

1 The fosha-khina was properly the repository in which articles
received as presents, or intended to be given as presents, were stored ;
but here, as in a subsequent entry, Roe uses the term to mean the
royal place of audience.

2 See p. 296. 3 Trinkets or trifles (Span.).
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faire ones ; the horses eyther had lost their flesh or bewty,
for except one or two I Iudged them vnfitt for to be sent
or taken by Princes. So he returned with many antique
trickes to his Place, far inferior to that allowed mee, which
was alone and aboue all subjectes (which at first Asaph
chan would haue Putt mee by, but I maynteyned it as my
due). This is but the first act of his Presenting. The Play
will not bee finished in ten dayes.

At night I sent to the Princes secretary for my promised
writing ; but his Highnes was loath to lett the Presentes
passe without ransacking and had changed his mynd,
refusing to seale the lettre.

. October 22.—1 went early to the Secretary to know the
reason of this inconstancy and the Princes resolution. He
answered I could not haue the letter sealed vnlesse 1 would
consent to haue all opened in the Alfandica, Pretending
that the Merchanntes would pass vp Jewelles and Pearles
to sell vnder that Coulor. I assured him on my woord
they were dearer in England then here: that wee brought
none: that I would not countenance any thing vnder that
Coulor to abuse the Prince and dishoner my selfe: that I
scorned to saue Petty Customes basely : that I gaueamong
the Princes Porters dayly more. I vrdged the kinges
command, his Masters Promise ; but no reason, no impor-
tunitye would preuayle against this gredy desier of
Presentes, though in yt hee robbd his father. What will
not youth and insolency attempt when it knowes no limitts,
when it is aduanced beyond the Capacitye and law of
reason? I replied as peremptorily that I was as resolute
not to bee abused : that I would keepe these aboord the
shippes vntill his Maiestie sent for them, and in future
tyme I would take order that my Master should send no
more guiftes to be so vnciuilly entreated : that it was a
busines in which my Honor was interessed, and for no
Complacency T would not yeild to be riffled with my con-
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sent : that these injuryes were so grose that I doubted not
the king would haue sence of them: in the meane tyme I
would preuent their greedy purpose of oppression. So I
rose to depart. Hee importuned mee to goe with him to
the Prince and moue it once more. I replyed I had the
kings order and his Masters woord before his Majestie,
since his owne Command, and all this beeing retracted, I
could expect no more but delay and Iniurye: that I would
seeke to the king and no further. But hee pressd mee so
far as I yeelded; and at my comming I deliuered him!
two Plumes, and two birdes of Paradice? Hee accepted
them easely, and my busines beeing mooued and my
resolution made knowne not to consent to open nor to
send them vp but by the handes of my seruants, att last he
yeilded and gaue Command to the Secretary to dispatch
mee.
* At Night I went to the Durbar to obserue the Ambas-
sador of Persia. I found him standing in his ranncke and
often remooued and sett lower as great men came in. The
king once spake to him, and he danced to the tune therof,
but gaue noe present; only the king Commanded hee
should be feasted by the Nobles. The tyme was spent in
seeing saddles and furniture for the remooue, of which his
Maiestie gaue some to his followers, it beeing dayly expected
to rise ; the kinges tentes were out 4 days since.

I sentto the Secretarye for my jfirmaen, but hee delayd
yt with excuses.

October 23.—1 sollicited the grant; but the Persian
dined with him.

October 24.—The king remooued to Hauaz Gemall? and
called the Persian Ambassador, wher at night hee eate and
drancke before the king with the Nobilities in the same

1 The Prince.
2 “Worth, the plumes 20s., and the birds ot Paradise 6o rupees”
(Roe’s accounts : Addl. MS. 6115). 3 See p. 159 2.
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fashion that I did the birthday ; the difference only was
the king gaue him for expence 20,000 rupias, for which hee
made innumerable 7eselims and Sigedaes, not rising from -
the ground in good space, which extremely pleased the
king and was base but profitable Idolatrye. The Prince
attending his father, I could gett noe dispatch in my
busines. These Presents yet were not digested; all
delayes, all fraudes practised to possesse them first. The
Condition of this People, my sufferinges and trauell will
appeare, I doubt not to the ease of my successors, how to
deale with them. '

I receiued lettres from Agra, aduertising all the factory
were disposed away. I aduised my opinion it was to no
vse to follow the Court: that it were better to abyde
togither vntill wee saw where wee should settle : otherwise
the chardge would bee infinite. So much I propounded to
ours here, but know not their resolution.

October 25.—The king returned at Euening, hauing
beene ouer night farr gone in wyne. Some by Chance or
malice spake of the Merry night Past, and that many of
the Nobilitye dranck wyne, which none may doe but by
leaue. The king, forgetting his order, demanded who gaue
it. It was answered: the Buxy; for no man dares say it
was the king, when hee would only doubt yt. The Custome
is that when the king drinckes, which is alone, sometyme
hee will command that the Nobilitye shall drinck after,
which if they doe not, is an offence too; and so euery
man that takes a cup of wyne of the officer his name is
written and he makes Zeselern, though perhapes the kings
eyes are mistye. The king, not remembring his owne
Command, called the Buxy and demanded if hee gaue the
order. He replyed : no (falsly, for hee receiued it and by
name called such as did drinck with the Ambassador);
wherat the king called for the list and the Persons, and
fined some 1, some 2, some 3 thowsand r#pzes, some lesse,
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and some that were nearer his Person he caused to bee
whippd before him, receiuing 130 stripes with a most
terrible instrument, hauing at each end of fower Cordes
irons like spurr rowelles, so that euery stroke made fower
woundes. When they lay for dead on the Ground, hee
Commanded the standers by to foote them, and after the
Porters to breake their staues vpon them. Thus most
cruelly mangled and brused they were carried out, of which
one dyed in the Placee. Some would haue excused it on
the Ambassador ; but the king replyed he only bad giue
him a Cupp or too. Though drunckennes be a Common
and a glorious vice, and an exercise of the kinges, yet
it is soe strictly forbidden that no man can enter the
Guzelchan wher the king sitts, but the Porters smell his
breath, and, if hee haue but tasted wyne, is not suffered
to com in; and, if the reason bee knowne of his absence,
hee shall with difficulty skape the whip; for, if the king
once take offence, the father will not speake for the sonne.
So the king made the Company pay the Persian Am-
bassadors reward.

October 26—1 sent to Socorolla for the firmaen. Hee
sent mee a Copy as ambiquious and fraudulent as the
former ; which I refused, and drew the misliked clause
my selfe, which I sent back and was promised that on.the
Morow it should bee sealed.

October 28.—The kinges day of remooue at hand, I
sent to Asaph chan for a warrant for carriadges; the
Merchantes, hauing sought all the' towne to remooue
their goodes to Agra, could find none. So I receiued
order, -beeing enrolled by his Maiestie, vpon my offer,
for 20 Camelles, 4 Carts, and 2 Coches at the kinges
Price ; whereof I disposed as many as the factors needed
to their vse. '

‘'But it were an extreame error to omitt a Passadge,
either of woonderfull basenes in this great Monarch or
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a triall of mee. The king had Condemned diuers theeves,
among which were some boyes. Ther was noe way to
saue their liues, but to sell them for slaues. His Maiestie
Commanded Asaph chan to offer two of them to mee for
mony, which he appoynted the Cuw/twall, that is the
Marshall, to doe. My enterpreter made answere (without
my knowledg) that Christians kept no slaues; that those
the king had giuen I had freed ;! and that it was in vayne
to propound it to mee. But after of him' selfe hee did. 1
suspected it might be a tryall of mee whether I would giue
a little mony to saue the liues of two Childeren, or els I
supposed, if it were in earnest, it were noe great losse
to doe a good deed ; and, to trye the basencs or scope of
this offer, I Commanded my enterpreter to returne to
Asaph chan, to tell him hee had acquaynted mee with
the motion and his answere ; that I reprehended him for
presuming in any Case to giue my resolution: that my
owne reply was, if there 'were any mony to be Payd to
saue the life of twoo Children to those whom they had
robbd, or to redeeme them from the law, both for respect
to the kinges Command and for Charetye, 1 was ready to
giue it; but I would not buy them as slaues, only pay
their ransome and free them : that if hee pleased to know
the kings pleasure that I might giue them liberty without
offence, I was very willing to doe it. Asaph chan replyed
I might at myne owne will dispose them : that it was an
extraordinarye goodnes ; with many prayses accepted the
mony, desiring mee [to] send it to the Cuttwall and to vse
my discretion to the boyes ; not once offering to enforme
the king, which was one end of my liberallitye. - I, that was
loath to be cosened, and knew not whither this might bee

1 Cp. pp. 150 and 174-6. On the practice of atoning for murder by
payment of a sum of money, in which case the murderer becomes
the slave of the man who releases him,” see Blochmann’s A#7n-i-
Akbari, vol. i, p. 254. o

X
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the Profitt of officers or no, resolued to pay the mony, but
so as the king should not be ignorant I had more mercy
then he, and that a Christian esteemed the life of a Moore
aboue mony. So I sent a factor and my enterpreter to
the Cuttwall to acquaynt him with the Communications
with -Asaph chan and to lett him know, if at night hee
would enforme the king that I had offered to redeeme the
Prisoners for Charetyes sake, if after his Maiestie would
consent to their liberty, I was ready to send him mony :
‘But to buy them as slaues, though but for an hower, I
would not : they should neuer come nor bee Manumissed
by mee, but that I desiered his Maiestie to pardon them
vpon my redemption. So I putt them to the test of their
base offer. This mony execeded not ten Pound, a poore
summe to impose on a stranger, or to be gayned by any
king. The Cuttwall returned answere that hee would
know the kinges Pleasure and accordingly aduise mee.
Some would perswade mee this is one of the Mogols
signal fauours: to Choose out such great men as hee will
giue occasion to doe good and honorable woorkes, to
redeeme Prisoners: and that the mony giues satisfaction
to the Playntiffe robbd, and that those so appoynted by
the king to ransome others make Sizeda as for some
benefitt receiued ; yet I fynd not any honor in a Prince
to impose it on a stranger to whom he giues neyther
mayntenance nor liberalitye. I went to the Durbar to see
if his Maiestie would of himselfe speake to mee, that I
might deliuer myne owne offer. The Cwsfwal/l made many
motions, brought in the executioner, who receiued some
Command ; but I understood it not, but expect my
answere.

This day I sent my Secretary to visitt the Persian Em-
bassador and to giue him welcome to this Court: That
seeing ther had passed many effectes of loue and Amitye
betweene our royall Masters the King of Great Brittaine
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and Persia, I had receiued command to giue all respect and
due Complements to any of his ministers whersoeuer I
mett them, and that it beeing the Custome of Europe that
the last come to any Place in Curtesy is visited of him
that hath longer beene resident, beeing both Embassadors
of one qualetye, I was resolued to Come my selfe to see
him, whensoeuer I receiued notice of his Comoditye : when
I would also open some busines to him both for the Honor
and seruice of his Master: But, because I knew not the
Customes of these Parts, I had first sent to aduice him that
I expected the same good respect from him toward my
soueraigne, and that hee would in like manner after visitt
mee, to whom hee should bee most welcome: and without
that assurance on his woord, I durst not Come at all to
him. Hee receiued my message very courteously, reply-
ing hee tooke it for a great honor : that the Custome of
this kingdome was that no ambassador did meete or make
acquayntance without the knowledge of the king and leaue
obteyned : that hee would moue his Maiestie on our
behalfes and after both receiue mee with all frendship
and repay my Curtesy toward him with all good corre-
spondence : that hee knew Sir Robert Sheirly, and should
bee very gladd, if I had any busines with his Master, to
convey my lettres or enter into any other Communication
or aduise therein according to my directions.

October 29.—1 receiued News of a great Plauge at
Agra ;! so that I Iudgd it dangerous to send vp the goodes

1 Further references to this epidemic occur under November 25th
and December 15th, 1616, and January i4th, 1617. See also the
account given (from Jahdngirs Memoirs) in Elliot and Dowson’s
History (vol. vi, p. 346). In the I. O. Records (O. C. No. 568) is a
letter from Salbank to the Company, in the course of which he gives
an account of “a great danger I sustained in the Citie of Agra for
your sakes . . . . even in the yeare 1616, for that very year it hapned
that a wonderfull great plague raigning in the aforesaid Citie for the
space of three moneths, in which there sometimes dyed no lesse then
a thousand people a day. . . . . All the rest of our nation being gon

. I for my part was content to indvre the extremest brunt of the

X 2
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into an infeected Place from whence No Comodytye could
bee suffered to Passe, and to engage the Companyes
seruantes ; whervpon I persuaded the factors to remooue
the Cloth within the walls of the Towne, and that I would
desire of the king some secure Place for their rest vntill his
Maiestie were settled. This Course will save much mony
and more trouble. The brokar offered vs a sufficient
roome, without danger, The king leauing a good guard
for defence of such as Could not remooue ; soe I resolued

vpon yt.

To THE LorDp BisHorP oF CANTERBURY.!
(Addl. MS. 6115, f. 130.)

Adsmere, October 36, 1616.
May it please your Grace,

The fraylty of Passadge betweene this Place and England,
especially of my last lettre,? that wandered ouer land and rather
went vpon discouery then busines, aduiseth mee to send your
Grace transcripts of them. Not that ther is conteyned any matter
woorthy your honors leysure, but seeing you Commanded me to
write, the relation of one to another will somwhat cleare the
whole discourse. For broken and vndependant Peices and
fragments haue little light in them, lesse Pleasure, and no proffitt ;
So that hee that would doe any thing in this matter should write
a historie, and take it somwhat high, to show the beginninges and
groweth of this Empire ; what fortunes and what impedimentes
it hath overcame ; what frendshipes it hath needed and affected ;
the ambitions and diuisions in the Present state, ' that like
impostumes lye now hidd, but threaten to breake out into the

sicknes by referring myselfe to the mercy and providence of god,
even almost to the temtation of his divine maiestie, as my Lord Am-
bassador wrot aduiseing me to depart out of the towne with speed for
the safetie of my life, when people dyed on each [side of] me in howses
ioyning to ours, and when I dayly heard most hideous and morneful}
}'ocg'erations of men, women [and children] deploring their deceased
rinds.”

As Mr. A. Rogers has pointed out, in the /ndian Magasine, this epi-
demic was similar in character to the one now (1898) desolating Bombay.

! Printed in Purckas, vol. i, p. 584, but with many inaccuracies, and
without indication of the person to whom it was addressed.

? Written in February 1616, and sent home with the letters printed
on pp. 128-134. Abbot refers to it in his reply (Dom. S. P., Jac. I,
vol. 9o, no. 34), but no copy of it has been found.
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rending and ruine of the whole by bloody war; the Practises,
subtiltyes, and carriages of factions and Court-secretts, falsly
called wisdome, wherein I assure your Grace they are pregnant,
and excell in all that art which the Diuell can teach them, and
are behynd none in wicked craft, some Passadges wherof were
not vawoorthy nor vnpleasant to relate ; their religions suffered
by the King, and Practised without envy or Contention on any
part ; how the Portugalls haue Crept into this Kingdome, and by
what Corners they gott in; the enterance of the Jesuits, their
entertaynment, Priuiledges, Practises, endes, and the growth of
their Church, wherof they sing in Europe so loud Prayses and
glorious successes; lastly, the arriuall of our Nation on this
Coast, their fortunat or blessed victoryes ouer their enemyes,
that not only sought to possesse these quarters by themselues,
and to forbidd all others that which Nature had left free %s if
God had Created the world for them only), but alsoe to abuse
this People, as if they alone were the sonns of warr, they only
trihumph, and that all other Europeans stroocke sayle to their
fortune and valor; which now is brought so low in valew, that it
is growne into a Prouerbe (one Portugall to three Moores, one
Englishman to thre¢ Portugalls!), so that the best foundation
of their greatnes is absolutly mined and blown vp. And our
reception here stands on the same ground from which wee haue
Cast them downe, which is Feare, an Honorable but vncertayne
base of so great a Charge—for if either the Enemy once
preuayle, or other misfortune happen to vs, our wellcome will
turne round with yt; the Profitt and fittnes of this trade for
England (while it may stand), not only respecting the Company
now interessed, but the state, whither the Common-wealth in
Generall loose ‘or wynn. For often in trafiques Priuat men
prosper by detriment of the Republique, as in all trades that
mayntyne vanetye and sinne.?

This woorke and Method were woorthy some Paynes, and, as
[it ?] would require a good judgment and much tyme (both which
are wanting to mee), so it would not be vnprofitable to reade, nor
without some pleasure to view and meditate the diuers operations
and woorkes of God, the variable Constitutions and dispositions
of men and all things vnder their gouerment. But, seeing
nature and Conueniency haue denyed mee abilitye and leysure to
sett vpon soe great a labour, I haue Chosen one branch only to
treat of to your Grace without other Meathode then by way of
bare relation ; which is, the estate of the Church heere, as well
Christians, as of all other diffused sectes of Infidells.

But to Continew (as in a Parenthesis) the aduise I gaue your
Honor in my last, of our Constitution here, and the Newes of

1 Terry (p. 163) quotes this as a saying of Jahdngfr.
2 Cp. p. 167 n.
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Persia. Breefly, I stand on very fickle termes, though in extra-
ordinarie Grace with the King, who is gentle, soft, and good of
disposition ; yet on Poyntes and disputes with an insolent and
Proud sonne of his, into whose handes he hath remitted all
Power, which hee is neyther woorthy nor able to manage. Hee
is Lord of our Port, and by his folly giues mee much trauell ; so
sordidly ambitious, that he would not haue mee acknowledge his
father King, nor make any addresses, nor deliuer any Presentes
nor Complementes of honor, but to himselfe ; which I will neuer
yeild too, and so I maynteyne my Creditt by Confidence on the
Priuiledges of my qualetye and the Kinges goodnes. Yet an
Ambassadour .in this Court that knowes himselfe, and will not
wrong his Master, shall oftner wynn enemyes then frendes. Their
Pride endures no tearmes of equaletye, especially wher ther is no
other honor nor title but what is measured by expence ; so that
to maynteyne one that shall in his Equipage and life hould pro-
portion with his qualety, in this Court will cost much more then
the Profitt of the trade can spare; and hee that liues vnder it,
wronges his degree, and slides into Contempt. I doe my vttmost
to hould vp with little Poore meanes; but my opinion is, a
meaner instrument would better effect busines of trafique, that
might Creepe, and sue, and suffer some affronts, which my ranck
may not endure.! And I find the King of Spayne would neuer
send any Ambassadour hither, out of greatnes, knoweing they are
not receiued with proportionable honour; and with my small
experience I could doe the Company better seruice by my
returne, in aduise how to gouerne the whole.

Concerning Persia, the Turke hath only yet made a Brauado,
and performed little; the Passages are stoppd, and the King,
drawing his Armies into his borders to defende himselfe and find-
ing no great woorke, tooke occasion to take in by force a reuolted
Nation to the East of Babilon. The People are Called Coords ;2
how by the Ancientes, or the true Geographicall situation of
their Cuntry, I am yet ignorant in. Sir Robert Shirly, by an ill
Passadge to Goa, lost the oportunitye of the fleete for Lisbon,
and is stayed there another yeare ; so that negotiation will not so
speedily be aduanced as I feared. Wee shall haue breath and
tyme to woork vpon yt, according as it shalbe requisite in the
judgment of your Honors in England, or at least of the Mer-
chantes, whom it first regardeth.

Her is arrived a Persian Embassador ; with little Newes, it
beeing nine mounths since his departure from Spahan. He brought
many rich Presentes, and did such obeysance, Prostrating him-
selfe and knocking the ground with his head, that I beleeue his
Master will not approue it, except (as is supposed) hee be Com-
manded to vse all obsequiousnes and to flatter this monster of

1 Cp.p. 119. 2 The Kurds of the present day.
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greatnes ; his arrand being to procure mony for ayd against the
Turke, in which kind he findes often liberall supplyes and succors,
which is not felt from this sea of treasure ; although to mediate a
Peace for the Kinges of Decan be the Pretence, whose protection
the Persian takes to hart, jealouse of the encrease of this empire.
Yet I doubt not hee wilbe satisfied with siluer, and suffer his
Allyes to bee ouer runne. He is not allowed so good rancke
nor Presence in Court as I, which I gott by dispute, and haue
kept it by Contention, to the displeasure of some; neyther did
the King doe soe much honour in reception of his Masters lettre,
not vouchsafing once to giue any title of Maiestie to the Persian
as of my Soueraygne Lords, which not a little Contented mee.
Other aduantages he hath of language, neighborhood, and
acquayntance, which are defectes, but no faultes, of mine.” The
King is now ready to March toward Decan; whose Armie is
Commanded by his sonne. And wee with much toyle shall hang
in the sckirts.

Our Fleet arriving this yeare 1616, in the way mett the
‘Admirall Carricke of Lisbon, bound for Goa, about Molalia, an
Island in twelue degrees North-latitude, and, haling her after the
Curtesy of the sea, was requited with disgracfull language, and fiue
great shott. Which occasion apprehended, shee was fought with
three dayes ; at last put ashore, and fired her selfe. Shee was
of burthen fifteene hundred tuns, and by Pregnant Circumstances
the expected Viceroy sent for Goa Perished in her ; not one man
was perceiued to bee saued of 600 ; which is one of the greatest
disgraces and losses that euer happened to the Portugall in these
Parts—the reward of their owne Insolency. In this fight the
Cheefe Commander of the English was slayne, and the New-
declared maymed ; little other losse. Thus your Grace hath
some touch of our affaires ; and I will fall vpon my purpose of the
Church, with your fauour and Patience.

Before the invndation of Temar the great, the ninth Ancestor
of this King, these Cuntries were gouerned by diuers Petty
Gentile! Princes, not knoweing any religion, but woorshipped after

1 Hindt. Coryat (Purchas, vol. i, p. 600) relates a story of “a great
Raja, a Gentile,” and “a notorious Atheist,” who died from a gangrene
caused originally by one of his women plucking a hair from his breast,
“ whereupon he was inforced to confesse the power of that great God
-‘whom he had so long despised, that hee needs no other Lance then a
little haire to kill so blasphemous a wretch.” This tale was repeated
to Sir Thomas Smythe by the Rev. Patrick Copland (0. C. No. 625),
as having been related by Roe in one of his letters ; and Roe himself
narrated it (in a later letter) to the Archbishop, who was much edified
by this “marvellous example of the power of God upon rebellious
atheists” (Dom. S.P., Jac. I, cv, 117). The story may also be found
in Terry’s narrative (p. 414), and in a scarce pamphlet now in the
British Museum, entitled 4 Trwe Relation without all exception of
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their seuerall Idolatryes all sortes of Creaturs. The descendants
of him brought in the knowledge of Mahomett, but imposed it
vpon none by the law of Conquest, leauing consciences at liberty.
So that these Naturalls, from the Circumcision (which came in
with the Moores), called them Mogolls or cheefe of the Circum-
cised.! Among the Mogolls there are many strict Mahometans,
many that follow Aly, his sonne-inlaw, and other new risen
Prophetts, which haue their Xeriffs,2 Mulas® and Preistes, their
Mosquies, religious votaries, washings, Prayings, and Ceremonyes
infinite ; and for Penetenciaryes, no herecye in the world can
show so strange examples, nor bragg of such voluntarie Pouertyes,
Punishmentes, sufferinges and Chastismentes as these ; all which
are esteemed holy men, but of a mingled religion, not vpright
with their great Prophett. The Gentilles are of more sortes, some
valiant, good souldiers, drinking wine, eating hogges-flesh, but
woorshiping the figure of a beast; some that will not touch that
flesh which is not holy by imputation ; others that will not eate
any thing wherin euer there was any blood, nor kill the vermin
that assaulteth them, nor drincke in the Cup with those that doe ;
superstitious in washing, and mos® earnest in their profession ; but
all of them ascribe a kind of Diuinitie to the Riuer Ganges, at
which at one season of the yeare 4 or 500,000 meete, and Cast in
gould and siluer for oblation. In like manner to a Piggs head*
‘in a Church near this Citty, and to all liuing Cowes, and to some
other beastes and kindes. These haue their synogoages and
holy Men, Prophetts, Witches, sooth-sayers, and all others the
Diuelles impostures. The Mo/aes of Mahomett know somwhat in
Philosophy and Mathematiques, are great Astrologers, and can
talke of Areistotle, Euclyde, Auerroes® and other authors. The
learned toong is Arab.

In this Confusion they Continued vntil the tyme of Ecbarsha,
father of this king, without any Noice of Christian profession;
who, beeing a Prince by Nature just and good, inquisitiue after

strange and Admirable Accidents whick lately happened in the King-
dome of the greal Magor or Magull (London, 1622, 13 pp.). This
was evidently written by some person who went out in Bonner’s fleet
of 1618, and subsequently proceeded to Japan. There are a few
references to Roe and his embassy, but none of importance. The
writer merely repeats the gossip of Surat about India and its inhabi-
tants. He specially commiserates the latter for their uxoriousness :
“ What misery doe these Indians endure,” is his sly comment, “to
haue sc many women about them, whenas there be many hngllshmen
are grieuously vexed to haue the company but of one; but perhaps
the Indian women are of a farre milder temper then the Enghsh » o

! There is, of course, no truth in this fanciful piece of etymology.

2 See p. 20. 3 Mulld, a teacher, a doctor in the law.

4 An image of Hanuman, the monkey-god.

5 Averrhoés, the twelfth-century Cordovan scholar.
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Noueltyes, Curious of New opinions, and that excelled in many
virtues, especially in Pietye and reuerence toward his Parentes,
called in three Iesuites from Goa, whose cheefe was Ieronimo
Xauier a Nauarroies.!  After their arriuall hee heard them reason
and dispute with much Content on his and hope on their partes,
and caused Xauier to write a booke in defence of his owne profes-
sion against both moores and Gentilles ; which finished, hee read
ouer Nightly, causing some part to be discussed, and finally granted
them his lettre Pattentes to build, to preach, teach, conuert, and
to vse all their rites and Ceremonyes, as freely and amply as in
Roome, bestoweing on them meanes to erect their Churches and
places of deuotion. So that in some fewe cittyes they haue gotten
rather Zemplum then Ecclesiam. In this Grant he gaue grant to
all sortes of men to become Christians that would, eauen to his
Court or owne blood, professing it should bee noe cause of dis-
fauaour from him. Here was a faire beginninge, a forward spring
of a leane and barren haruest.?

- Ecbar-shae himselfe continued a Mahometan, yet hee began to
make a breach into the law ; Considering that Mahomett was but
aman, a King as he was, and therfore reuerenced, he thought hee
might proue as good a Prophett himselfe. This defection of the
King spread not farre; a Certayn outward reuerence deteyned
him, and so hee dyed in the formall profession of his Sect.

Ghehangier-sha, his sonne, the present King, beeing the issue
of this New fancy, and neuer circumcised,® bread vp without any

1 Jerome Xavier, grandson of a sister of St. Francis Xavier, went
out to India in 1581, and at the end of 1594 was despatched from Goa
to the Mogul Court. He was the founder of the Roman Catholic
mission at Agra, and author of the Mir'dzw’l Kadas, or *“ Holy
Mirror,” an account in Persian of the leading facts of Christian teach-
ing. His influence with Jahdngfr, which was considerable, was of
course exerted against the English ; and Nicholas Withington, writing
to Sir Thomas Smythe on November oth, 1613, said bitterly that the
Mogul would do nothing against the Portuguese *“so long as that
witch Savier liveth (for so the Moors themselves term him), which is
an old Jesuit residing with the king, whom he much affects ” (Brit.
Mus., Egerton MS. 2086). At a later date he was named Archbishop
of Angamale-Cranganore, but he died at Goa, January 17th, 1617, be-
fore being consecrated (Father Goldie’s First Christian Mission to the
Great Mogul,p. 117).

Roe’s account of the early Catholic missions is a very confused one,
and entirely ignores the work of Aquaviva and his immediate succes-
sors. A good summary of the facts will be found in Von Noer’s Kazser
Albar,and in the excellent work by Father Goldie already mentioned.

2 Compare Terry’s account (pp. 440 eZ seg.) of the religions of India,
and of the Jesuits’ progress in “that most acceptable, but hard,
labour of washing Moors.” .

3 Coryat, who makes the same statement, was probably Roe’s
authority for this. Salbank repeats it in a letter to the Company
(0. C. No. 568), but he, no doubt had it from the same source.
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religion at all, continewes so to this hower, and is an Athiest.
Sometyme he will make profession of a Moore: but alway
obserue the hollidayes,? and doe all Ceremonyes with the
Gentilles too. Hee is Content with all religions, only hee
loues none that Changeth. But, falling vpon his father’s con-
ceipt, hath dared to enter farther in, and to professe himselfe
for the Mayne of his religion to be a greater Prophett then
Mahomett; and hath formed to himselfe a New law, mingled
of all,® which many haue accepted with such superstition that
they will not eate till they haue saluted him in the morning, for
which Purpose hee Comes at the Sunnes rising to a wyndow open
to a great Playne before his house, where Multitudes attend him ;
and when the Moores about him speak of Mahomett, hee will
sooth them, but is glad when anyone will breake out against him.
Of Christ he neuer vtters any woord vnreuerently, nor any of all
these sectes, which is a woonderfull secrett woorking of Godes
truth, and woorthy obseruation. Concerning the New Planted
Christian Church he Confirmed and enlardged all their Priui-
ledges, euery night for one yeare spending two howers in hearing
disputation, often Casting out doubtfull woordes of his conver-
sion, but to wicked Purpose. And, the rather to giue some
hope, he deliuered many Youthes into the hands of Francisco
Corsy,* Now resident heere, to teach them to reade and write

1 “Vnderstand it in generall sense, for one not setled in any
Religion ; of all, and therefore of none” (Note by Purchas). .

3 Coryat notices the ‘‘memorable Pietie” of Jahdngir, when “at
Asmere hee went afoot to the Tombe of the Prophet Hod. Mundin
there buried, and kindling a fire with his owne hands and his Normahal
vnder that immense and Heidelbergian-cequipollent Brasse-pot, and
made Kitcherie for fiue thousand poore, taking out the first Platter
with his owne hands and seruing one ; Normahal the second and so
his Ladies all the rest” (Purckas, vol. i, p. 601). The reference is to
the ceremony still observed during the Urs Méla festival, at the shrine
of the celebrated prophet Mueiyyin-ud-din Chisti, when, at the expense
of some rich devotee, a gigantic mixture of rice, spices, etc., is cooked
in a large chaldron, and distributed to the pilgrims (R4jputdna
Gazetteer, vol. ii, p. 61).

3 This is quite incorrect. It was Akbar who had founded the new
“Divine Faith,”

Gathering here and there

From each fair plant the blossom choicest-grown

To wreathe a crown not only for the king

But in due time for every Mussulmén,

Brahmin, and Buddhist, Christian, and Parsee,

Thro’ all the warring world of Hindustan.
Jahdngfr, though he continued his father’s policy of toleration towards
all creeds, appears to have done so more from indifference than from
principle.

4 The “ Jesuit” of several preceding entries. The Reverend Father
Goldie, S.J., has most kindly procured for me an extract from the
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Portuguse, and to instruct them in humane learning and
in the law of Christ. And to that end he kept a Schoole
some yeares, to which the King sent two Princes, his brothers
sonnes ; who, beeing brought vp in the knowledg of God and his
sonne our Blessed Sauiour, were solemly Babtised in the Church
of Agra with great Pomp, being Carried first vp and downe all the
Citty on Eliphants in triumph ; and this by the Kings expresse
order, who often would examen them in their progression, and
seemed much contented in them. This made many bend
toward the same way, doubting his Maiesties entention ; others,
that knew him better, supposed he suffered this in pollicye,! to
reduce these Children into hate among the Moores for their

archives of the Society, in which it is stated that Corsi was a
Florentine, born in 1575 ; that he entered the Order in the year
1593, and six years later was sent from Portugal to India, where he
lived ordinarily in the household of the Great Mogul ; that he bore
a high character, and had a talent for mission work ; and that he died
at his post on August Ist, 1635. References to him occur also in
Father Cordara’s history of the Order (Pt. v1, tom. i, p. 59), and in the
similar work by Father Jouvancy (Pt. v, tom. ii, lib. xviil, p. 468). His
tomb is still to be seen in the chapel of the Roman Catholic cemetery
at Agra.

The relations between Roe and Corsi were very amicable ; and
Terry’s account of him, though tinged with professional jealousy, is
favourable on the whole. It runs as follows (p. 444) :—

“Francisco Corsi . . . . a Florentine by birth, aged about fifty
years, who (if he were indeed what he seemed to be) was a man of a
severe life, yet of a fair and an affable disposition ; he lived at that
Court.as an Agent for the Portuguese, and had not only free access
unto that King, but also encouragement and help, by gifts, which he
sometimes bestowed on him.”

“When this Jesuit came first to be acquainted with my Lord
Ambassadour, he told him that they were both by profession
Christians, though there was a vast difference betwixt them in their
professing it: and as he should not go about to reconcile the
Ambassadour to them, So he told him it would be labour in vain
if he should attempt to reconcile him to us. Onely he desired that
there might be a fair correspondency betwixt them, but no disputes.
And further his desire was, that those wide differences ’twixt the
church of Rome and us might not be made there to appear, that
Christ might not seem by those differences to be divided amongst
men_professing Christianity, which might be a very main obstacle
and hinderance unto his great design and endeavour, for which he was
sent thither, to convert people to Christianity there : Telling my Lord
Ambassadour further, that he should be ready to do him all good
offices of love and service there ; and so he was.”

“After his first acquaintance, he visited us often, usually once a
week. And as those of that society, in other parts of the world, are
very great intelligencers, so was he there, knowing all news which was
stirring, and might be had, which he communicated unto us.”

! See p. 198.
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Conversion, of whom Consisted the strength of his estate ; but
all men fayling of his Purpose, which was thus discouered. When
these and some other Children were settled, as was thought, in
Christian religion, and had learnd some Principles therof, as, to
marry but one wife, not to be coupled with infidles, the King
settes the boyes to demand some Portugalles wifes of the
Jesuittes ; who, thincking it only an idle motion of their owne
braynes, Chyd them, and suspected no more. But that being
the end of their Conuersion, to gett a woeman for the King, and
no care taken, the two Princes came to the Jesuites, and sur-
rendred vp their Crosses and all other rites, professing they would
be noe longer Christians, because the King of Portugall sent
them no Presentes nor wiues, according as they expected. The
Padre, seeing this, began to doubt ther was more in that then
the boyes reuealed, especially seeing their Confidence, that had
cast off the awe of Pupilles; and, examining the matter, had it
confessed the King commanded them. They refused to accept
the Crosses, answering they had been giuen by his Maiesties
order, and they would not take Notice from boyes of any such
surrender ; but bad them desier the King to send some of those
who by a kynd of order are to deliuer all his Maiesties Com-
mands, whose mouthes are by Priuiledges sufficient authoritye,
and then they would accept them; hoping, and knoweing the
King’s Nature, that hee would not discouer himselfe to any of his
officers in this poore Plott. The boyes returned with this
Message, which enraged the King. But, being desierous to
disolue the Schoole, and to withdrawe the youthes without Noyse,
hee bad them call the Jesuittes to the woemens doore, wher by a
lady he receiued the order ; and without euer taking any notice
since of any thing, his kinsmen recalld, who are now absolute
Moores, without any tast of their first fayth ; and so the fruict.of
all these hopes are vanished!. And I cannot fynd by good search
that ther is one Christian really and orderly conuerted, Nor
makes the profession, except some few that haue been Babtised
for mony, and are maynteyned by the Jesuittes ; of which sort
ther would bee more, but that they find the deceipt, and cannot
endure the burthen. This is the truth of all their bragg and
labor, and the full groweth of their Church here.

But, that your Grace may a little more vnderstand the
fashion of this King and the Jesuites proceedinges, I will make
you one or two merry and late relations; and either say hee
1s the most impossible man in the world to be conuerted, or
the most easy; for he loues to heare, and hath so little religion
yet, that he can well abyde to haue any decided. Not many

1 Cp. the accounts given by Terry (p. 447) and Hawkins
(p. 43%)




1616] SIR THOMAS ROE. 317

dayes since, the Jesuites house and Church beeing burned, the
Crucifex remayned safe, which vnderhand was giuen out for a
miracle, and much talked off. I, that could be content any vse
might be made of an accident to enlardg the name of Christ,
held my Peace. But the Jesuite, suspecting I would not agree
to the Miracle, disavowed it to mee, and made it a matter ot
reason, why it was not burned ; insinnuating that the Moores
had Caught vp this opinion of Miracle without his Consent or
suggestion, though he confessed hee was glad of the occasion.
But the King, who neuer lett slip any oportunity of Newe talke
or Nouelty, Calls the Jesuite, and questioneth him of it. He
answers ambiguously ; whervpon his Maiestie demanded if he did
not desire to convert him, and, receiuing full answere, replyed :
You speake of your great Miracles, and of many done by you in
the Name of your Prophett; if you will cast the Crucifix and
Picture of Christ into a fyre before mee, if it burne not, I wil
become a Christian. The Jesuite refused the tryall as vniust,
answering that God was not tyed to the Call of men : that it was
a sinne to tempt him : that hee wrought Miracles according to
his owne Councell; but offered to enter the fier himselfe for
proofe of his faith, which the King refused. Heere arose a great
dispute, begunne by the Prince, a most stiff Mahometan and
hater of all Christians, that it was reasonable to try our religion
by this offer, but withall, if the Crucifix did burne, then that the
Jesuit should be obliged to render Moore.! Hee vrged examples
of Miracles professed to bee done for lesse Purposes then the
Conuersion of soe mightie a King, and, in case of refusall of that
triall, spake scornefully of Christ Jesus The King vndertooke
the Argument, and defended our Sauiour to be a Prophett, by
comparrison of his woorkes with those of their absurd Saintes,
‘nstancing the raysing of the dead, which neuer any of theirs did.
The Prince replyed : to giue sight to one Naturally borne blind
was as great a Miracle. This question beeing pressed hotly on
both sides, a theird man, to end the Contrauersie, enterposed that
both the father and the sonne had reason for their opinions ; for
that to rayse a dead body to life must needes bee confessd to be
the greatest miracle euer done, but that to giue sight to an eye

! Terry, in telling this story (p. 448), says that the crucifix was on a
ole near the Jesuit's house ; and that the Prince’s proposal was that,
if it did not resist combustlon, the Jesuit should be burnt with it. He
also says that he himself was at court .when the incident happened—
another proof that the reverend gentleman’s memory is not to be
trusted implicitly.

Corsi’s offer to undergo the ordeal of fire recalls the challenge of
Aquaviva to the Muhammadan doctors at the court of Akbar, and
the somewhat similar story related of Father D’Acosta by Bernier and
Catrou.
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Naturally blynd was the same woorke ; for that a blind eye was
dead, sight beeing the life therof ; therfore he that gaue sight to
a blind eye did as it were rayse it vp from death. Thus this dis-
course ended, and soe in wisdome should I; but that I cannot
leaue out an apish miracle which was acted before this King
which the Jesuites will not acknowledg nor owne as their
Practise ; onely of the truth de facto ther is no doubt. A Juggler
of Bengala (of which Craft there are many and rare) brought to
the King a great Ape, that could, as hee professd, diuine and
prophesy (and to this beast by some sectes is much diuinitie
ascribed). The King tooke from his finger a ring, and caused it
to bee hid vnder the Girdle of one among a dozen other boyes,
and bad the Ape diuine ; who went to the right Child, and tooke
it out. But his Maiestie (somewhat more Curious) caused in
twelue seueral papers in Persian lettres to bee written the Names
of twelue Lawgiuers, as Moses, Christ, Mahomett, Aly, and
others, and, shuffling them in a bagg, bad the beast diuine which
was the true law; who, putting in his foote, tooke out that
inscribed of Christ. This amazed the King, who, suspecting that
the Apes master could reade Persian, and might assist him, wrote
them anew in court Characters,! and presented them the second
time. The Ape was Constant, found the right, and kissed it.
Whereat a principal officer? grew angry, telling the King it was
some imposture, desiering hee might haue leaue to make the
lottes anew, and offered himselfe to Punnishment if the Ape
could beguile him. Hee wrote the names, putting only aleuen
into the bagg, and kept the other in his hand. The beast searchd,
but refusd all. The King commanded to bring one ; the beast
tore them in fury, and made signes the true law-giuers name
was not among them. The King demanded wher it was; and
hee rann to the Noble-man and caught him by the hand in which
was the Paper inscribed with the Name of Christ Jesus. The
King was troubled, and keepes the Ape. Yet this was acted in
Publique before thousandes ; but wher the abuse was, or whether
ther were any, I iudge not. Only one of the Jesuites scollers ran
to him with open Mouth, professing the King had an ape a good
Christian.  Of this accident the Jesuittes make great account; to
me they slight it, except the truth of the fact, which is not vnlike
one of their owne games.3

1 Je., an official cypher. “Court characters are such as he only
and his nearer Ministers vsed in Mysteries of State, vnknowne to all
others” (Note %Purdzas).

2 Mahdbat Khdn, according to Terry ; but it is scarcely likely that
he was at court, or Roe would have mentioned him.

3 Terry (p. 403) relates this incident at length, and says that
although he was not present * it hath been often confirmed there in
its report unto me by divers persons, who knew not one another, and
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. Your Grace will Pardon mee all this folly, to interrupt you with
sp much and soe vselesse tattle. I should be glad to remooue
wher I might learne and Practise better matter. But I cannot
repent my Journy. It hath made me know my God and my selfe
better than euer I should haue learned eyther among the
Pleasure of England. He hath woonderfully showed mee his
mercy and taught mee his Judgmentes : his goodnes be glorifyed
and magnified for euer.! I humbly desire your Grace to present
my Name (I dare not say my seruice) before his Maiestie my lord
and Master. It is enough for mee if I bee not forgotten. I shall
neu€r meritt nor aspire the employmentes of his fauour ; but I
will pay my vowes, and pray for his Maiestie, that hee may liue a
happy and glorious long life to the Comfort of his Church, and
enioy the Crowne of Crownes, Prepared by the King of Kinges
for those that loue him. Wherin I haue fayled toward your
Honor, or by myne owne weakenes, your Grace will measure by
this rule: exigitt et postulat amicitia non quod cuique debetur, sed
quod quisque efficere potest ;2 and you will pardon the assuming so
high a woord as frendship, with this enterpretation : Seruus est
kumilis amicus ;> which, as I am bould to professe, I will be ready
to demonstrate by Obedience to your Commandes.

THoMAS ROE.

November 1.—Sultan Coronne tooke his leaue and went
to his tentes. The king at Noone sate out at the Durbar,
where the Prince brought his Eliphantes, about 600 richly
trapped and furnished, and his followers, by estimation

were differing in Religion ; yet all agreed in the story, and in all the
circumstances thereof.” The author of 4 True Relation (see p.
3112.) also tells the tale, and says that it was averred to be true by
Master Edward Terry, who heard it credibly reported, and 4ad often
seen the ape. This latter statement Terry takes occasion to correct
(p- 405)-

- 1 The extent to which Roe’s frequent illnesses had deepened his
religious convictions is shown in the undated private letter (Brit. Mus.
Harl. MS. 1576, . 514), to which reference has already been made.
“ O my deare freind,” he writes, “that god which some thinke is con-
find to Europe and onely in the Temples made with handes hath mett
with mee in the wildernes. I haue tasted his displeasure . . . . Hee
began with mee in England, but he knew it was not a place where I
could bee cleansed. I must goe wash in Jordan.”

2 This quotation (from an unknown source) may be freely rendered :
“Friendship demands not what is actually due, but what one is able
to effect.”

3 “A slave is a humble friend.” The sentiment is Seneca’s: “ Servi
sunt humiles amici” (Epist. 47, s. 1). v :
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10,000 horse, many in Cloth of Gould with hearne top
feathers! in their Turbantes, all in Galanterie ; Himselfe
in a Coate of Cloth of siluer, embrodered with great Pearle
and shining in Diamondes like a firmament. The king
embraced him, kissd him, and showed much affection. At
his departure hee gaue him a swoord, the scaberd all of
gould sctt with stones, valewed at 100,000 rupees, a dagger
at 40,000, an Eliphant, and two horses, all the furniture of
gould sett with stones, and for a Close one of the New
Caroches made in Imitation of that sent by his Maiestie
my Master,? and Commanded the English Coachman to
driue him to his tentes ; into which hee ascended, and sate
in the middle, the sides open, his Cheefest Nobles afoote
walking by him to his Tentes about 4 Mile. All the way
hee threw quarters of Rupias, beeing followed with a Multi-
tude of People. Hee reached his hand to the Coachman
and Putt into his hatt about 100 7rupzas.

I could not get any despatch, neyther heard any Newes
from Suratt ; so that Zulphecarcon is departed in our debt
for want of an account, which I had often written for. I
doubted our Patamars miscarriage, for it is now 36 dayes
since I heard a woord.

November 2.—The king remooued to his tents with his
weomen and all the Court about 3 mile. I went to attend
him. Comming to the Pallace, I found him at the /Jarruco
wyndow?® and went vp on the scaffold vnder him, which
Place, not hauing seene before, I was glad of the occasion.
On two tresselles stood two Eunuches with long Poles
headed with feathers fanning him. He gaue many fauours
and receiued many Presentes. What hee bestowed hee

1 Aigrettes.

2 In Jahdngirs Memoirs he mentions his gift to the Prince of “a
carriage of the Fering{ English fashion that he might sit and ride in
it” (Elliot and Dowson’s History, vol. vi, p. 347).

3 See p. 106.
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lett downe by a silke stringe rouled on a turning instru-
ment ; what was giuen him, a venerable fatt deformed
ould Matron, wrinckled and hung with gimbelles! like an
Image, Pulld vp at a hole with such a Nother Clue. At
one syde in a wyndow were his two Principall wifes, whose
Curiositye made them breake litle holes in a grate of reede
that hung before yt to gaze on mee. I saw first their
fingers, and after laying their faces close nowe one eye,
Now another ; sometyme I could discerne the full pro-
portion. They were indifferently white, black hayre
smoothed vp ; but if I had had no other light, ther
diamondes and Pearles had sufficed to show them. When
I lookd vp they retyred, and were so merry that I sup-
posed they laughd at mee. Suddenly the king rose, and
wee retyred to the Dwurbar and satt on the Carpettes
attending his Comming out. Not long after hee Came
and sate about halfe an hower, vntill his ladyes at their
doore were ascended their elephantes, which were about
50, all most richly furnished, Principally 3 with Turretts®
of gould, grates of gould wire euery way to looke out, and
Canopyes ouer of Cloth of siluer. Then the king de-
scended the stayres with such an acclamation of health to
" the king® as [w]ould haue out-cryed Cannons. At the
stayres foote, wher I mett him, and shuffled to be Next,
one brought a mighty carp; another a dish of white stuff
like starch, into which hee putt his finger, and touched the
fish and sorubd it on his forhead, a Ceremony vsed presag-
ing good fortune. Then another came and buckled on his
swoord and buckler sett all ouer with great Diamondes
and rubyes, the belts of gould suteable. Another hung on
his quiuer with 30 arrowes and his bow in a Case, the same

1 Gimbals, or gimmals, were rings intertwined or linked together.
Cp. Holinshed in Description of Ireland, vi, c. 2: “truly this argu-
ment hangeth togither by verie strange gimébols.”

2 Howdabhs. 3 Padshdh saldmat.

Y
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that was presented by the Persian Ambassador. On his
head he wore a rich Turbant with a Plume of herne tops,
not many but long; on one syde hung a ruby vnsett, as
bigg as a Walnutt ; -on the other syde a diamond as great ;
in the middle an emralld like a hart, much bigger. His
shash! was wreathed about with a Chayne of great Pearle,
rubyes, and diamondes drild. About his Neck hee car-
ried a Chaine of most excellent Pearle, three double ; so
great I neuer saw; at his Elbowes, Armletts sett with
diamondes ; and on his wristes three rowes of seuerall
sorts. His handes bare, but almost on euery finger a ring ;
his gloues, which were english, stuck vnder his Girdle; his
Coate of Cloth of gould without sleeues vpon a fine
Semian® as thin as Lawne ; on his feete a payre of em-
brodered buskinges with Pearle, the toes sharp and turn-
ing vp. Thus armd and accomodated, hee went to the
‘Coach, which attended him with his New English seruant,
who was Clothd as rich as any Player and more gaudy,
and had trayned four horses, which were trapped and . har-
nassed in gould veluetts. This was the first hee euer sate
in, and was made by that sent from England,? so like that

1 See p. 257.

2 There appears to be some mistake here, as “semians” (see pp. 143,
265) were coarse calicoes, used chiefly for awnings (hence, probably,
the name, from Pers. skamydna, a canopy). Perhaps Roe meant the
stuff called sinabaf; “a fine shight stuff or cloth wherof the Moors
make their Cabayes, or clothing” (Letters Received, vol. i, p. 29).

3 ¢“On the 21st Abdn I mounted the Frank carriage, which had
four horses attached to it, and left the city of Ajmir” (Tuzak,
‘Mr. Rogers’ translation).

Of the coach presented by Roe, see p. 118. Terry (p. 385) gives
the following particulars of its transformation: “ Amongst many
other things, when my Lord Ambassadour first went thither, the
Company sent the Mogol an English Coach, and Harnesse for
four Horses, and an able Coachman to sute and mannage some of
his excellent Horses, that they might be made fit for that service.
The Coach they sent was lined within with Crimson China velvet ;
which when the Mogol took notice of, he told the Ambassadour that
he wondred that the King of England would trouble himself so
much, as to send unto China for Velvet to Line a Coach for him,, in
regard that he had been informed that the English King had much
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I knew it not but by the Couer, which was a gould Persian
veluett. Hee gott into the end; on each side went two
Eunuches that carried small maces of gould sett all ouer
with rubies, with a long bunch of white horse tayle to
driue away flyes; before him went drumes, ill trumpettes
and loud musique, and many Canopyes, quittasolls! and
other strange ensignes of Maiestie of Cloth of gould sett in
many Places with great rubyes, Nine spare horses, the
furniture some garnished with rubyes, some with Pearle
and emraldes, some only with studdes enameld. The
Persian Ambassador presented him a horse. Next be-
hynd came three Palenkees ; the Carriages and feete of on
Plated with gould sett at the endes with stones and
Couered with Crimson veluett embrodered with Pearle,
and a frengg of great Pearle hanging in ropes a foote

better Velvet near home, for such or any other uses. And im-
mediately after the Mogol caused that Coach to be taken all to pieces,
and to have another made by it, for. . . . they are a people that
will make any new thing by a pattern ; and when his new coach was
made according to the pattern, his workmen first putting the English
Coach together, did so with that they had new made ; then pulling
out all the China Velvet which was in the English Coach, there
was in the room thereof put a very rich Stuffe, the ground
silver, wrought all over in spaces with variety of flowers of
silk, excellently well suited for their colours, and cut short
like a Plush; and instead of the brasse Nails that were first in it,
there were Nails of silver put in their places. And the Coach which
his own workmen made was lined and seated likewise with a richer
stuff than the former, the ground of it Gold, mingled like the other
with silk flowers, and the Nails silver and double guilt; and after
having Horses and Harnesse fitted for both his Coaches, He rode
sometimes in them, and contracted with the English Coachman to
serve him, whom he made very fine, by rich vests he gave him, allow-
ing him a very great Pension ; besides, he never carried him in any of
those Coaches, but he gave him the reward of ten pounds at the least,
which had raised the Coachman unto a very great Estate, had not
death prexented it, and that immediately after he was setled in that
great service.”

From a letter of Kerridge’s, in the British Museum, it appears that
the cost of the coach in England was 151/. 11s. The coachman’s name
was William Hemsell, and he had been previously in the service of
“Dr. Farran and my Lord Bishopp of Co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>